HEATH'S F |

SPECIAL TOWN MEETING
By D.F. Howland

Moderator Ed Calver convened the special town
meeting on Sepieaber 28 with about 15 townspearle
Present.All sight articles on the warrant were vot-
ed on favorably. Four articles dealt with the trana-
fer of funds from Free Cash to balance accounts
for FY 1981, amounting to $1533. One of the trans-
fers, a bookkeeping entry, reflects $499 the Fire
Department received from a grant. Two other arti-
cles transferved,from Free Cash,$20,000 to the Sta-
bilization Fund.and $5,000 to the Reserve Account.
The Stabilization Fund now has a balance of over
$40,000 for future capital expenditures. The last
two articles transferred from Revenue Sharing $5500
to weatherize the Town Garage, in order to reduce
heating costs, and $2500 to paint the Community
Hall exterior.

In a related matter, Pinance Committee Chairman
Dayid Howland noted that the Mohawk School appropri-
ation voted at the anmial town neeting had been re-
duced about $7,000, but that the Comnittee had not
recommended taking any action on the reduation. He
explained that forecasts indicated a slight reduc-
tion in the tax rate, and that & combination of
Proposition 24 limitations, budget needs for next
year, and cash available to meet those needs sug-
gested taking a moderate stance in reduecing taxes,

HEATH FAIR - 1981

By Dot Scofield

A record nunber of people attended and participat-
ad in the 1981 Heath Fair. The weather was typical -
1y Kew England - changeable, tut did not dampen the
spirits of fairgoers, Over $5600 was paid out in
prize money this year. George Dole of Shelburne won
the State Award with his famm produce collection.

As we yeview the Falir's activities, we are ever
nindful of the future fairs and areas ready for
change. The 1952 Premium Book will have a lot of
changes. A commiitee has already begun to work on
seversl corrections, some additione, and hopefully
2 better book for next year. So please bhe sure to
read your copy very carefully to avoid any disap-
Polntments.

At this year's Falr Dick Tower from Rowe was our
offieial photograrher, and he took many wonderful
- pictures which we hope to display soon. They
will also be displayed at next year's Fair.

The Heath Agricultural Soclety meets on the first
Tuesday of every month except December and January.
So plan to come with any new ideas for consliders-
tion. The annual election meeting will be held on
Tuesday, November 3, 1981,
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HEATH PLAYGROUND UNDERWAY

By (atherine Nichols

This past summer the idea of tuilding a playground
in Heath became, if not a reality, at least the goal
of a new organization, the Heath Flayground Commit-
tee, Debbie Porter and John Holdsworth, after study-
ing various playgrounds in books and in the area,
came up with a design. A wmodel of the plan was dia-
played at the Falr. The float in the Fair parade was
fun to construct and better yet - won first prize -
it must have been all those cute kids,

The next step is getting lumber cut and preparing
footings. Progress is slow but the interest in the
project iz encouraging. If you have any ideas or ma-
terials to domate, contact Gatherine Nichols at
337-4011.

CONTRASTS IN THE SNOW

This vhotograrh taken by Howard Dickinson
won a blue ribbon at the Heath ifair




BILL WOLF IN HEATH

William Wolf, or Bill as he has been krown for
some forty years in Heath, is the Howard Chandler
Hobbins Professor at the Episcopal Divinity School
in Cambridge, a szeminary affiliated with Harvard lUne
iversity and sharing its uildings and faculty with
the Jesuit Weston School of Theclogy. This fall term
Bill 1s on assignment by the Fund for Theological
Writing to do a book on The Integration of Ethics
and Politics: Abraham Lincoln as Case Study. His
project is Yo 1ry to understand how nearly every po=
litical act or policy presupposes some value or val-
ues. He wants to describe the elash of values in our
Pluralistic soclety and the dilemmss of policy mak-
ers and legislators as well as the problems of the
citizen both as human being and voter, He finds Lin-
coln a “gold mine” on these issues and is working
through nine velumes of Lincoln’s Collected Works.

Pill's argument is that the usual conceptions of
ethics as either *the good” (the ideal) or "the
right* (duty as "law") are inadequate, What is need-
ed beyond these 1s concern for the “fitting* action.
From this perspective politics is seen as "responsi-
ble opportuniem®, Bill is also trying to decide
whether Lincoln's development in morality can be
usefully described by Lawrence Kohlberg's Six Stages
in every person's development toward moral maturity.
If Bill has a good writing day, he can often been
seen in late afternoon with his wife, Eleanor, hik-~
ing the woods of Heath., Evenings are spent planning
and researching for the next day's writing. In his
spare time he is also editing a book on spirituality
by his colleagues.

HEATH PRECIPITATION

By Ralph H, Dickinson, Observer
for Mass. Water Rescurces Commission

August rainfall, 1,81 inches; September, 4.70 inches
Total precipitation from January through September
is .16 inches. The average amnmual rainfall for the
past 14 years was 51.5 inches. We are still helow
norsal for this year.
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HEATH PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

Jennifer Fogel-Songer is working at home on vari-
ous art projects which include painting in oil,and

collage, She is presently peinting a portrait of
Tina Smith. Also she is expecting to help the Youth
Group put on "Arsenic and 014 Lace™ at the Community
Hall later this year. Jennifer will have a leading
part in “The Laet of the Red Hot Lovers" produced
by Theatre *81 during the month of October.

A new book entitled “Growing Food in Solar Green=-
houses™ by Dolores Wolfe is illustrated by Richards
Steinbock, The book is a monthly guide to raising
fruits and vegetables indoors and is illustrated on
almest every page,

Jean Petkevich is teaching 7th and 8th grade Eng-
lish at the Walmut Hill School in Natick.

Kirk, Debbie and Christovher Pettengill returned
from Korea September 5. Kirk has been diacharged
from the Army and is employed by Green Mountain Se-
curity at Yankee Atomic in Rowe,

George Scott is the new caretaker at the Fair-
grt:unda. The Scotis have moved here from New York

te,

Helen Mackie has resigned as librarian at Rowe El-
ensntary School effective October 30 and has been
the librarian for eight years,

Bill Thane is recuperating at home after surgery

on his back at the Mary Hitchcock Hospital in Hane
over.

LADIES AID
By Edith Royer

The firat meeting of the year of the Ladies Aid
will be held October B at the Commmnity Hall with
ensuing neetings every other week until Christmas.
Everyone is welcome and we hope to zée new faces.

The Christmas Sale will bte on November 7 from
11 AM to 3 PM at the Community Hall. On sale will
be fancy articles, toys, quilts and Christmas decor-
ations. Luncheon will alsc be served.

Richard A. Sumner

Journeyman Electrician
Mass. License #E22622
Vermont License #J1245
South Road, Heath
413-337-4920

RALPH E. BLACKMER

Insurance Service

Gordon E. Taylor  Joseph J. Judd

Shelburne Falls TEL. 625-6527




FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT
By D.F. Howland

Time: 7:30 AM
Dete: Friday, September 11, 1981
Flace; Walt Gleason's Milk Room
Agenda: Recommendations for articles on warrant for
special Town Meeting
Attendance; Walt Gleason and Dave Howland = Bruce
Warner at Fire Training Program for
Yankee Atomic
Discusslon: Money transfers to balance accounts
generally OK. Should do something about Fire Dept.
money received from state. Probably appropriate
it like library money. Money was put in general
funds; therefore transfer from free cash to show
exvenditure,

Reviewed tax projections hest we could so that
reasonably stable tax rates can be anticipated
while improving Stabilization Fund and Reserve,

Reviewed Revenue Sharing expenditures. Yot gquite
sure about Community Hall painting project. Good
Yo weatherize Town Garage. Agreed Revenue Shar-
ing gives Town considerable flexibility in meei-
ing operating costs; therefore gives town levey
to stabillize taxes, Runa omt in 1984, Dom't
know if it will be renewed.

Time: 7:50 AM = Dave Howland taken on tour of Milk
Parlor and Open Cow Barm. Walt milks 30 cows an
hour without help, Cows walk in and out all by
themselves - must like it, Dern good systenm too,
efficient.

8:05 AM ~ Dave Howland calls Alli Thane from
Town Hall to talk about Community Hall work.Learns
more, 36 that decision can be made., Leaves recom~
mendations in door jam for Catherine Wichols so
she can finish typing warrant to be posted by Mone
day morning.

8:20 AM = Dave checks back with Walter on fimal
recommendation for Community Hall.

8:25 AM - Walt goes back to chores. Deve goes
off to work at Amherst,

Dave Howland thinks asz he drives down Burrington
Hiil with the sun streaming over the view to the
south ,,. good way to get business done ... Heath
nice place ... a gem in GCod's creation....

(to the reader; Flease don't think we decided our
actions on the warrant in 20 minutes. We spent about
four hours before this meeting reviewing tax pro;ec-
tions, warrant articles and talking with people,

The Baker
=y Pharmacy
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Tel: 625-6324
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Shelburne Falls

52 Bridge Street

Howard Crowningshield
Building & Remodeling
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NORTHWARD-HO THE WAGONS!

By Alli Thane

Our own Carroll Stowe has dome it again! This tine
it is a wagon train trail ride from Heath to Hzlifax
Vermont on Saturday, October 10 leaving at 10;30 AN,
The Stowe family, Carroll, Pegzy, and Diane will
lead the way and, so fay, these teams will fo)low;
Kuh Delmers from Clarksburg with two teams, Ted Jones
from fawlet, Richard Oshorme of New York State, Jim
Lively of Rowe, Ann Carey of Rowe with two teams,
the DenCuden family of Heath, and with yokes of ox-
en will be Richard Guilfoxd of Greenfield and Kirk
Benson of Colxain., Expected also are several on
horseback, and Carroll hae stated that there is room
for more. So call Carroll at 337-4#498 if you are in-
terested in making the trip.

The train will assemble on Sumner-Stetson Read on
& field oimed by Don Hillman. Tt will proceed from
there north on Ri. 8A past the Finck homestead,
through the state forest to Rt. 112, where the ani-
mals will be trucked across the open grating of the
iren bridge which crossed the North River, Then it
will go to Halifax, Vermont to a farm owned by Rich-
ard Stowe for a “bean hole hean™ supper made from
41 pounds of dry beans. Carroll stated that anyone
wiahing to play for their supper is welcome, as they

would like some square dancing in the evening.Then
they will camp for the might there and veturn to
Heath on Sunday by the same route. Carroll would
like to make this an anmual event and hope othexs
will feel the same,

SCHOOL COMMITTEE NEWS

By Richard Housner, Chairman

At a special meeting August 24 of the Committee,
Susan Gruen was elected to replace Richard Housner
23 Mohawk representative, This switch was necessi-
tated by the appointment of Richard Housner to the
Mohawk faculty., He will continue on the School Com-
mittee as a Rowe representative.

We welcome Anita Page, the new principal of Rowe
School. In the past four year Mrs. Page, under a
federal grant, operated as an administrator and
teacher with specialties including language arts
and programing for the gifted., Joan Benneyen, our
former district reading coordinator, has replaced
Budge Litchfield in Special Education. Budge is now
teaching at Sanderson Academy,

The Committee has received 2 very positive evalu-
ation of the Title I Math program. Cindy Cole is
the Title I tutor at Rowe and the learning material
seems to be very stimulating, mirroring the cconom-
ic realities of life with an emphasis on achievenent.

Vocal and instrumental Music, Art, and Physical
Education have been taught previously by distriet
epecialists. This program has been dropped due to
the restraints imposed upon tihe school budget.These
trograms were of great value. The Committee is look-
ing into different possibilities for filling this
obvicus gaD. Suggestiong by interested persons are
enthusiastically encouraged. Phone in ideas, or bet-
ter,attend our next meeting - Monday, October 12,
at 8§ ™ at Sawyer Hall.

BRUCE A. CROMACK

General Carpentry
Restoration a Speciality

Burrington Road

Tel: 337-4350




SALLY AND SAMUEL

By Michael D, Coe

It is easy to be sentimental about the New Eng-
land past. Looked at through the golden glow of na=
tive pride and patrictism,pioneer life in the hill
country of northwestern Massachusetts can be viewed
as an upland version of "The Little House cn the
Praixrie", complete with log cabins, stalwart axe
wialders, and bomneted lasses. But the reality was
prébably not quite like this: for instance, few if
any of the early Heath families ever lived in a log
cabin.

Another kind of reality can be seen In the moun=
tain of documents -- deeds, wills, tax records, pro-
bate inventories, and so0 forth -- that exist for
the early Heathens., These Year ample witness to the
difficult and hardscrabble 1ife that faced all but
the most affluent residents of our town, These hills
Wwere a hard taskmaster, as I hope to show by focus-
sing on the tritulations of one couple, Sally and
Samuel.

Our house in Korth Heath sits on a hilltop with a
fine view toward Colrain and Amherst, and was
reached in the ¢ld days by a winding dirt road com-
ing up from what is now the Sessions farm on Route
8A. Shortly after we bought the place in early 1970,
a search through the deeds in the Franklin County
Courthouse revealed that the house - a simple post-
and~beam structure with a central chimney and three
fireplaces - had probably been built for Samuel Ken=
drick (or Kandrick - spelling was fairly free in
those days ). This would have been sometime around
1816 when he bought the property from Artemus Church
111, It was obviously the house of a farmer of very
modest means.

Four years earlier, Samuel had mwarried Sally Glea-
son, the sldest of the thirteen children of the
great Heath patriarch, Solomon Gleason. He was 33
and ehe was 22 - back then, people married later
than one might think. It is easy to find hard data
on Heath blrths, marriages, and deaths prior to 1850
for these were publiszhed by the New England Geneal=
ogical Soctety in 1915, This volume, like those for
other New England towns, is a solid gold mine for
the social historian., Let me reluctantly point out
tut one statistic, however embarassing it may be:
Sally and Samuel were married in November of 1611,
but their first child Sophie was born on March 6,
1812. It is clear that Sally took her maxriage vows
when she was about five months pregnant.

Are jou shocked by Sally and Samuel? Well do as 1
have done, and make the same kind of subtraction be-
tween the spouses time of marriage and the birth
date of their oldest child for other early residents
of any New England town and you will be astonished
to find that many a lass was "in the family way" at
her marriage in those daye, In recent years, histor-
{ans have ahown that throughout oldtime Kew England,
from the earliest Furitan settlements right through
the Rewvolution, the vast majority of brides were
pregnant. Those now exhorting our youth to retum
to the moral walues of "the good old daye” should
bewaral

Alan L. Nichols

Wooden Chairs and Tables
South Rd., Heath, Ma. 01346 Tel. (413} 3374011

Be that as it may, the Kendricks had three chil-
dren by the time they moved into their new house,
then proceeded to produce four more: without birth
control, women bore many children in those days,
Sally's reproductive cyele was broken only by Samu-~
el's death, aithough the was then cloee to meno=-
pauvae, Poor Samiel was of no great distinction in
Heath, never having served as melectman ox in any
other official capacity. Sally Kendrick is commem-
orated in the Heath Sesquicentennial beok, in which

hex younger brother Abijah Gleamon credits her with
saving his life by feeding him trout soup when he
was crittically 111 with typhoid fever,

Samrel pessed to his reward om April 2, 1834 ,when
the snow probably still lay in patches on our wind~
swept hill. He was then 57, His inprovidence is
showm by the fact that he died intestate, but be-
cause of this there ls a fascinating inventory of
his pessessions at that time, Most of his meager
wealth was in real estate « 43 acres "with the
tutldings thereon” - and in his pair of oxen, three
cows, and two horses. The only other ltem of any
value was his church pew {(a virtual box stall in
those times), which was worth $20. The appraisers
went through his humble house yoom by room, The big
old fireplace of the kitchen/dining room had iron
and brass kettles, "spiders” {frying vans), and a
crane for hanging pots over the fire. There were "¢
dining chalrs”™ for the couple and their children;
t::ilatter nust have slept in a very cold and drafty
attie.

Samuel's clothing was pathetic. He had two woelen
vooats™ (jackets), a vest, and a "great coat" to
keap off the winter cold, tut only three shirts to
his name and, most remarkably, one pair of woolen
ants and one pair of boots to cover his nether
rarts. He was poor imdeed! Out of his estate, his
administrators had to pay not only court costs, tut
also the doctor's bill for his last sickness, Ansel
Kendrick for his shroud and for digging his grave,
Hezekiah Couts for his coffin, Small wonder that
Sally soon petitioned the court ae follows (in her
own spelling )

To the honrable Judge,

Sir I Pray that you Would allow me my furniture
and Walring apparel of the desceamed Samuel Kend-
rick which amounts to (illegible) I pray that your
honour would allow me one horse and one cow and
one horse sleigh and hernice that I may have the
eanll comforts of life I pray that your honour
would allow me something to form the suport eof ey
family which coneists of myselfe and seven chil-

dren the youngest is 6 year old and my youngest
but one ie a feble boy Honourable judge if it
pleage your honour to grant your petitioner this

p
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favour it will be hily pleasing and I would be
very thankful to the judge for such a favour
Widow Gally Kendrick
the hole mount $116.43

samuel had been a subsistence farmer, eking out a
bare pitiance from the growing of wheat, apples,
verhape Flax {there was a loom in the house), and a
handful of domestic animals, In these circumstances,
there was only one Way that Sally and her offspring
could survive in sush a world. The story is told by
two simple, warbel tombstones in the (enter Cemetexry
Jjust acrozs from the Falrgrounds, The couple lies
side-by-side, but Sally's headstone says: "SALLY
wife of Samuel Hendrick & afterward wife of Joseph
(hapin, Dled web. 5, 1859, AE 71 yrs." Before or afe
ter she sold the old farm in the year following San-
wel's death, Sally had found a new breadwinner and
rrovider, In an age without social welfare prograns,
immediate remarriage was the only solution,

After all their travails, Sally and Samuel rest
in peace,

FROM THE LIBRARY
By Edith Gleason

Auvgust and September have passed very quickly in
the Library. Story hours were diecontinued for the
summer, but on request we played video tapes for
our younger patrons,

We ape always happy to have all come into the Li~
brary 1o browse or to use any of the media. This in=
cludes the youngsters, but, please, we cammot baby-~
2it, If your tot is not old encugh to read, please
arrange to have somecne older to stay with him or
her.

ve appreciate the help of Amy Barry, Alll Thane,
and John Holdsworth in keeping the Library going
while the Librarian wa=z on vacation in September.

Story hours will begin on October 14 from 3 to &
Ht. 1+ is planned for children through third grade,
Very small tots will need parents or a sitter. At
present we have three volunteers and we could use
more to advantage, Yet me know if you would like to
heln and when it would be convenient for you.

Mr, Musacchio has just made a study carrel for
the Junior High to High School area, It is a beauti-
ful plece of furniture and uses only half the space
as the desk, This contribution is greatly appreciat-
ed,

I do not have any book reviews at this time, hut
new bocks arrive from time to time, Come in and
bring your suggestions, if there is =2 particular
book you would like. I am often surprised at what
is possible to obtain,

CHARLEMONT TV, INC.
Zenith

Sates & Service

High Street, Charlemont Tel: 339-6685

17 Chapman Street & Groenfield, Ma. 01301
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IMPROVED TELEPHONE SERVICE ON THE WAY
B)' N. f, Smlth

Many Heath residents noticed the construction of
a large concrete pad by the side of South Road near
the Center last month and wondered what it was. It
turned out that this was the foundation for a tele-
phone Digital Tramsmitter. Originally planned to be
located on the town Community Hall property, it was
relocated to the pole right of way area when delays
arose_in obtaining a permit.

When guestioned on what the Digital Tramsmitter
would do for Heath customers, the telephone cORDAny
spokesman in Northampton, Mr. Pequignot, explained
that the present cable which goes along South Road
to the Charlemont switching center will be capable
of carring ten times as many phone conversatlons us-
ing the new digital transmission techniques. This
means that the same cable which had almost reached
its 1imit of nmew clrcuits will new handle many nore
nev customers in that area of Heath, and at the same
time improve the quality of service, It is expected
the new unit will be in service bty the middle of Oc-
tobex.

Mr. Peguignot further stated that the telephone
company is also working on the installation of new
cables and equipment in other areas of the town
this year in order to further improve the quality
of service. He said that $400,000 has been allocat=
ed for this improvement program in the area.

It appears that Heath can soon expect better itele-
phone service, but not the free calls to Greenfleld
that Sclectman FPaul Lively asked for at the Town
Meeting.

SELECTMEN'S REPORT

By Panl Lively, chairman
Heath Boawrd of Selectmen

Highway pept. We have finally finished with all
the red tape concerning state highway projects and
the work is proceeding well. The Dell Road project
iz close to completion except for the blacktopping
which will be done in the spring to allow the grave
el to settle and pack. On the Avery Brook Road the
stumping is dome along with some shaping. Because
the season is getting late and the tosm crew has
other work to get done before the snow flies, not
much more will be done on that road this year.

Roadsides will not be mowed this year because no
one was interested in contracting to do the work
for the town. As a result, Ray Galipe has been asked
to locate for purchase a good used mower so that |
next year the town can mow its own roads.

Landfill, At 2 recent hearing in Charlemont the

number of daye the dump is open was increased from
two to three days with the total hours the dump is
open remaining the same. Alsc the three town high-
way departmenta worked together to stockpile fill,
thereby saving wear and tear on the dump dozer.

Buildings. There is a lot of work to be done before
winter on town tuildings. Most of the work is to cut
down on heating expense, The money is avallable so
it is a matter to get those contractors who have
agreed to do certain jobs to get the work done and
to get the contracts out for the insulation work at
the Town Garage and Community Hall, and for the
painting of the Community Hall exterior. Ed Crafis
noticed that the chimney on Sawyer Hall has setiled
three quarters of am inch, which is another problem
to be worked on,



PLOVER HILL HOUSE

{Thiz is the eighth in a series of articles on
the older houses of Heath)

By Harriet C. Read

Plover Hill House has survived many owners and
many changes in its 202 years,

Mr. Samuel Gould had lived in several towns before
coming to Heath, which was still part of Charlemont.
Records show that in 1779 he bought 100 acres across
from the Rugg proverty and “presumably” built the o«
riginal part of Flover Hill House then. The Gould
and Rugg houses were located on a portion of the
Celrain Brook Road which, at that {time, ran direct-
ly in front of Howland's center house and up over
Nim's Hill,now known as Plover Hill, The descent
down the siope of the hill was very steep, "which
accounts for re-routing the road” in 1833 to ite
present location around the baze of the hill.

Since those early days Flover Hill House has been
added to and yenovated, depending on the needs and/
or decorative fancies of the owners. The original
house was & very simple farm house with two front
TooRe over two and a large kitchen in the rear.This
part can be distinguished by the wide floor boards
used at thet time, some of them being over two feet
wide, and by the old front door which appears to
have survived from early days, Its construction of
horizontal boards agalmst vertical boards can be
seen on doors Ln many old New England houses.

By the 1930's there had been addltlons of a new
kitchen off the original one, and several more rooms
on the second floor, bathmoms and a wing to the
east for a woodshed and a large room over it, known
at one time as the "gyw". An imposing porch graced
the entire front of the bmllding, later to be re-
duced to a small roofed porch with a sleep-porch
sitting on top of it. This grotesgue looking top
was removed in later years. (lapboarding was re~
placed by shingles and shutters were removed only
to be back much later to clapboarding and shutters
again. Through the years ihe Victorian look had
left its mark, zlong with examples of early Ameri-
can, S50 it went until now it stands in its dignity
and age as an example of many styles of interior
and exterior design

Plover Hill House

FRANKLIN-WARE

— SHELBURNE FALLS —
Fuel Qils Heating Supplies

Propane Gas Gas Appliances
Coal Burner Service

The owners of Plover Hill House, many of whose
names do not appear here,have been of varying occu-
rations and intereats. The place had been run as a
farm for many years. John Williame of Deerfield be-
came owner through a mortgage default but never
l1ived here, renting inatead to young Daniel Augg,At
his death, Williams left the house, barn and one
acre to the Deerfield Academy. In 1819 the Acadenmy
sold {0 Ansel Kendrick. Later Amos Brooks and his
daughters lived here plying their trade as millin-
exs, There followed in the 1870's a Mrs. Algernen
Mandrell who might have baen rezponsible for some
of the Victorian look. In 1896 the Misses May and
Flors White, former residents of Heath, bought Plov
er Hill House and property, now depleted from the
100 acres to one half an acre, They gave the place
its name and added 104 acres to the property. With
successful careers as school teachers they held a
sunmer conference here for kindergarten amd prisary
school techers; the aim *10o a better understanding
of the principles and metheods of Friedrich Foebel
(1782-1852), foundsr of the kindergarten systea”.
They conducted a boarding school here in the 1920's
for summer studies and classes in gymnastics direct.
ed by Flora, Pageants were staged on the lawn, in-
cluding *The Drama of David™ and an evenlng of Chi-
nese entertainment, 211 hlghlights of summers In
Heath. Mr. Frank B, Carpenter, a New York City tusi-
nessman born in Heath in the Howland's center house,
mirchased Plover Hill House in 1932 for a susmer
home, He and his family have owned the place for 49
yoars, the longest pericd of time it has remained
in one famiiy.

Down through the years ghosis and poltergeists
have been claimed to exist in many an old house;why
not one in Plover Hill House? There's an amusing
gtory in connection with this thought. Three boys,
ages 9, 10, and 13, were invited, with their mother,
to visit hexre in the 1970's.To give interest tu
theiy visit, it was pointed out that because of vam
ious incidents, totally inexplainable, one could exs
pect the existence of a poltergeist., That evening
the kids could be heard chatting and laughing from
all parts of the house, Long after retiring an as-
tonished household was startled by a loud Jangling
of sleigh belizs just outside the front hall bedroom
dgors. To carry out the prank, a string had been
fastened to the bells and run down the back hall to
their bedrooms in the rear. This was quite plain,
However, the nystery of how they had found the
aleigh bellz, =0 carefully packed away in the attic,
84111 remains to this day, When questlioned, the
boys slyly remarked, "Didn’t you say there could be
a poltergelist living here? Iit’s interesting to note
that when this writer got to typing this article,
the page with the above story had mysteriocusly dis-
appeared,

An expression of thanks goes to Ed Calver for the
material taken from his book Heath Massachusetits.

Free Estimates 413-337-4366

Renovation
Solar ~ Cusfom — New

Consiruction

Woodworking Cabinels




PLANNING BOARD REPORT

By John Holdsworth

The problem of where io locate the telephone com-
vany transmitter was resolved when the phone compa=
ny and the Selectmen agreed on a site at the edge
of the public right of way on South Road just south
of the Community Hall. The phone company was unwill-
ing to apply for & special permit for a more favor
able site; this was partly due to the confused state
of the Heath zoning bylaws, The Planning Board has
made a concerted effort at recent meetings to write
the bylaws clearly and unambiguously. Much of the
work on the first draft of the revised bylaws wil.
be completed thie fall.

The Flanning Board held & mublic hearing on Aug-
ust 3 to consider an application by AL Canali of
Dell for a special permit to repair the lower dam
on his property on Mill Brook and to install a hy-
droelectric generator there, The Board was favorab-
ly disposed toward the project, but had some ques~
tions for Mr, Canali. Unforiumately he was unable
to attend the hearing s¢ the Board declded to have
Mr. Canali at its regular meeting the following
week. All questions were then answered satisfactor-
ily and the epecial permit was issued on August 10,
Public attendance at the meetings was modest.

A bill (House Bill #6877) presently in a commit-
tee of the state legislature would, if paszed, en-
able the state to take suitable land anywhere in
the Commonwealth for the disposal of low level ra-
dicactive wastes, Townspeople are urged to write
Senator John W. Olver and Representative Johnathan
L. Healy at the Statehouse, Boston, MA 02113, to ex-
prese their opinions on this bill., Establishment ol
such a facllity could have a vexry bemeficial effect
on the taxes of the selected town(s), tut the Plan=
ning Board is opposed to the bill in its present
form. Under the revised Heath zoning bylaws (if the
town approves them at town meeting), development of
a facility for disposal of any radicactive or haz-
apdous waste will require a special permit.

The Plarming Board will discuss Bicentenmial plan=
ning at the January 1982 meeting. The Heath Bicen-
termial will oceur in 1985, It iz better to etart
giving some thought now to planning for it rather
that walt until the last few months.

ASSESSORS REPORT
By Richarde Steinbock

Our state-ordered revaluation is proceeding. By
the tinme you read this, we will have met with the
representatives of our comsulting firm and will
have worked out a new land valuation system.

Our new fleld cards have come back from the print-
er. These are much more detailed than our ecld ones
and should enable us to further refine our house
valuationa, We are in the process of traneferring
information from the oid to new cards and organizing
our files, When this is done, all homecwners will dbe
nailed a Xerox of the card prior to our on-site vis-
its. This will enable you to get some idea of what
we are doing and peesibly make it easier and faster
for us to view all 200 and some odd houses in town.

As for this year’s taxes -~ the Auditor is anxious
that we get the billas out as soon as possible. Rith-
er than delay the bills until our revaluation is
complete, we are going to go with last year's.valua-
tions, So, assuming the amount to be raised i= close
1o last year's, your taxes should be about the same.
0f course, thiz all depends on whether or not the
powers-that-be 1in Boston allow us to do this.

CHURCH NEWS

By Amy C. Barry

The commitment of the Heath Union Church congregas
tion remains steadfest despite the recent loss eof
their minister, Rev, Ann Ceer, Rev. George Riggan
of Rowe has agreed to take on the duties of interim
minister until a new settled minister is selected.
His concern for the congregatiocnsof both the Heath
and Rowe churches ls greatly appreciated, particu-
larly his willingnesz to maks home vislits to those
in a7ed of apiritual comfort.

The loint <acons, under the chalrmanship of Ever-
ett Brown of “owe, have begun to review the resumes
of candidater for the position of ninister. So far
no candldates hawve visited the churches or been in-
terviewed but several should b coning to preach
and meet with the congregation within the next few
aonths, The joint Deacons wilil celect the candi-
datea who will visit Heath and Aowe, but it is the
church membership who will make the final decision.
Therefore the Deacons urge mewbors to come and hear
the candidates and to talk with then. The responsi-
bility for choosing a suitable mstor rests with
#ll the membership,

For those parant: who have been waiting for the
news, Sunday School begins in the Heath Church on
October 11. Some of the Suniday School teachers have
bean attending Bibie stuiy ciasses under the in-
struction of Rev. higgan Dor the past several weeks,
Bveryone is looking forwznrd to another succesaful
year of Sunday School.

Work on the Parsenage continues, The bamement
floor has been poured and the window and door cas-
ings are being inetalled. The next project 1s the
selection of linoleun and carpeting. The Heath
Church Treasurer, Mra. Rachel Sumnexr, reports there
is not mufficient money available for work that
still needs to be done. Therefore, at the annmual
church. meetingon October 6, the Parsonage Committiee
will vecommend that money he borrowed to complete
the Parsonage.

compliments of

Wells Corner Country Store

CHARLEMONT 339-6632




CRICKETS
By Amy C. Barry

It iB an Aupust evening in Heath., Outside the
night sounds mingle together and the curtains float
nolselessly on the warm summer breeze. Inside, coz-
ily settled on the couch watching television, I be-
come gradually aware of a loud “Chirp!" repeated in-
cessantly at regular intervals, Of course, am =oon
as I race into the hall and turm on the light, the
chirping stops. Cricket hunting, my annual August
pastime, has begun for another year.

Whenever I raise the subject of crickets with
other people, I get one of two responses. Either
people are only vaguely aware that crickets chirp
and have never had one in their house, or they re-
act violently with descriptions of their latest
mass murder of the little bugs and talez of the aw~
ful things crickets do, such as munching on tweed
Jackets while hiding in the pocket. Nobody I have
talked t¢, however, takes cricket hunting as seri=
ously as I do,

Cricketa seem to like our 18th century houss with
its dirt cellar and mumercus hiding places in the
walls and floorboards. And their chirping becones a
stereovhonic experience as it echoes through our
sparsely furnished and high=cellinged rooms. I do
not like being awakened at 3 s.m. by the singing of
a little black bug, no matier how much luck it may
bring, and sc whenever I hear a cricket in my house,
I try to find it.

The object of my cricket hunts is to capture the
ericket and deposit it outaide, Maybe I an senti-
mental, but I think that crickets are too cute to
kill, My favorite and time-proven method of trap-
ping involves a Tupperware container and vacuun-
seal 1lid, a putty Imife, and a headlamp like the
kind coa) miners wear. My huaband bought the head=-
lamp in order to have his hands free for night ski-
ing, but T find the intemmity of the light excel=
lent for distinguishing little black antennas under
a baseboard or in the tiny crack under the stairs.
I slide the putty ¥nife into tight spaces to ferret
out the cricket and I use the Tupperwar® container
and 1id to scoop it up a2 it scurries from ite lair.

In the four years I have been actively hunting
crickets I have only injured one. The mishap occured
late one night as I sleepily attempted to extricate
& cricket from underneath a haseboard. The cricket
vas finally captured, but, in the morning I realized
that I had amputated one of its hind legs in the
pProcess,

PHIL'S PICK-UP
You Chuck H - I'll Truck

Call 337-4360

Crickets are smart littile bugs. Wot only do they
s5top chirping the minute a light goes om, but they
seem to know when you are trying to oreep up on
them, no matter how quiet your sneakers. Crickets
can also squeeze into the most impossible places, I
have spent much time flat on my atomach with sy
face pressed to the fleor trying to locate a loud
"Chirpi”. During the course of cricket hunting I be-
come intimately acquainted with every crack and
crevice in ay house and I discover anew places that
have not been dusted in a year.

It is now late September and I have not heard any
chirping in two weeks or more, My headlamp is back
in the closet and my numerous Tupverware "oricket
catchers" have been washed and filled with tomato
aause for the freezer. The silence is atill some-
what disconcerting, for this past August was a pur-
ticularly active cricket season and I averaged five
or more captures a week, This year I also began
training ay 1ittle girl in ericket catching, She is
very quick at locating crickets and is also acguir-
ing a very specialized wrist movement with her put-
ty knife.

The summer sounds of insects and flowers have glve
en way to the autumn sounds of mustling leaves and
departing birds. Tonight I listen to the wind roar-
ing in the chimney and I wonder where the crickets
2o in the winter.

HEATH COOKBOOK

By Sephie Coe

The Hall Committee of the Heath Agricultural Seoci-
ety is goling to put out a cookbook. Profits will go
to enlarging the hall prizes not paild by the atate,
These prizes are for baked goods, home furmishings,
and clothing.

Your recipes axe needed - for soups, main dishes,
salads, candies , and anything else you can think
of, Of course, recipes that have won prizes at the
Fair {or would win prizes if they could take sit-
ting unrefrigerated for three days) are more than
welcome, Bread, rolls, cake, cookle, and pie recl-
pes! Jam recipes! Jelly secrets! Pickles! Recipes
starring Heath's owm gourmet products = maple syrup
and blueberries = would be terrific. If you have
any anecdotes about your reclpes, please include
then.

Please send all recipes to Alll Thane, RFD Char-
lemont, MA 01339,

The ANTIQUE CENTER of
OLD DEERFIELD

10 Shops on Rt 5-10
Open 10 to 5 Daily

Diane Peterson - always buying Tel: 77451897

UNISEX STYLING AND
HAIR CARE CENTER

Hazel’s

Complete Beauty Services
for Hair & Skin

100 Federal Strest
Greenfield, Mass. 01301

Phone: 773-8683




LOW-LEVEL RADIOACTIVE WASTE BILL
= Special to the HEATH HERALD -

By Jay Healy, State Representative

As you may already know, a plece of legislation
has been filed by the Committes on Energy which, if
pessed, could have a great effect on the residents
of Western Massachusetts, This bill seeks to estab-
1ish a low level radicactive waste disposal facil=-
ity in the staie, The chances for situating it here
in the western mart of the state are high because
of our low population density. It 1= my opinion that
this bill does not deal adequately with the increas-
ingly serious problem of low level radiocactive waste
and is i1l conceived and an affront te Home Rule.
Consequently I will do all that I can to oppose 1ts
passage.

ue to the lact of space I will discuss only some
of the many reservations I have about the the bill.
First of a1l it stipulates that any changes in the
zoning ordinances or bylaws of a town adopted after
the bill is enactad will not alter the availability
of the state or federal land {in said town) for ac-
gulaition and siting of 2 waste facility. This sec-
tion could have a potentially disasterous impict on
the many towns in weatern Mass. which do not already
have zoning laws, It would render them quite help-
less to fight such a siting should the powers that
be decide that thelr town is geologically suitable,
A2 this goes to press Greenfileld, Charlemont, and
Golrain have taken steps to enact protective zoning
ordinances,

This lack of respect for local self determination
does not end with that section. Once chosen a3 a
"hoat" community a towm will, at most, only be al=
lowed to negotiate the details of the siting. All
of the power to choose the communlity and regu-
late the standards for the facility lie with the De-
vartasnt of Public Health and to a lesser degree
the'Low Level Radicactive Wante Siting Safety Coun-
¢il®., Thie 23 member council, 13 of whom will be ap=
peinted by the Governor, will be responsitle for the
monitoring of the waste facility and its selection,
They may, 1f they wish, appoint several residents
of the host community to participate in the specific
site selection. There will also e a local Assesg=
nent Committee, drawn from local government, which
%11} have the power to bergain for benefits from the
state and the developers, They will alsc sign the
final binding contract with the development firm,
wut will have absolutely no right of refusal,

LARRY’S
of Shholhecsne. Frall

CLOTHING C 5 : FOOTWEAR

AL. AVERY & SON

GENERAL STORE
Charlemont » 339-491%

Another reason I do not favor thi=s particular bill
is that it makes no provizion for the Legislature to
take part in either the site selection or the stan-
dards to be applied to the developer.

Proponents of the bill say that as New England ie
the eighth largest producer of low level radiocactive
waste in the nation, Massachusetts should begin to
shoulder some of the burden of disposal. Congress
has already decided that each state should take care
of' its own waste. Whlle this may be true Masasachus-
etts should not shove through such important legise
lation without extensive legislative and pudlic in-
mt.

And the final point must be made that as of now
neither the industry that creates it nor the goveim-
ment that regulates it has discovered a truly reli-
able method of storage or disposal., Industry*'s ap-
parent unwillingness to handle this situation is
hardly beneficlal to thems or the pesople they serve.
Dealing with zradioactive waste materials should be
an integral part of the industrial process, And, in
ne vay should the clilzens of Westerm Massachusetts
be foxced to shoulder this xespomsibility through
such questionable legislation as House Bill 6877.

FIRE DEPARTMENT NEWS

By Cchief Earl Gleason

The Fire Depertment responded to one call in Au-
gust.A washing machine fire at 3:40 AM on August L7
¢aused no structural damage to a Number 9 Road home.
Three trucks and 13 men respended. Qur EMT's were
called to an automobile accldent on September 12
and on Septeaber 21 one truck and nine men respond-
ed to the firest chimney fire of the season.

The fire Assoclation ran their booth at the Heath
Falr and s0ld hemenade root beer, It was coensidered
gquite successful. The First iid booth manned by the
EMT*as had no major injuries to contend with.

On September 28 the Western Mass, Fire Wardens
held a supper meeting at the Community Hall., It was
the first time the Fire Wardens have met in Heath
in over 20 years., The Fire issociation, headed by
Rich Steinbock, put on the ham supper.

On the same evening a special town meeting was
held. One of the articles {ransferred funds received
frem the federal government to¢ the Fire Department's
last year budget. Thie is administered by the Mass,
Dept, of Natural Resources and is a matching fund
used to purchase equipment by the Fire Dept,

The Fire Dept, will hold a Ladies Night at the
Community Hall on October 17. A turkey dinner will
be served and an entertainment is being planned.

Another event being planned at this time is our
annual chimney cleaning project.

HoMme: 774-2613
OFFICE: 774-3722
774-3635

LOIS .. BUCHIANE
REAL ESTATE BROKER

AREA REALTY
180 FEDERAL STREET
GREENFIELD, Ma, 01301




MILESTONES

Diane May was born to Deborah and Gregory Babinean
on September 30.

Kevin Pettengill was married to Joan Annh Snow on
Septeaber 3 in Sumter, 5.C. They are both in the
U.5, Alr Force. Kevin ie the son of Texry and Ray-
nond Pettengill,

Janice Boudreau and Faul Turmbull were married in
the Heath Church on August 29,

Cynthia Cromack, daughter of Catherine amd Bruce
Cromack, was married on August 8 to aAllan Smith,
gon of Caroline and John Smith of Hopkinton, Ma.
They wore married in the Heath Church by Rev. inn
Geer followed by a yeception at the bride's home.
Guests came from many states.

Mr. and Mrs. Wilburt Rainville Sr. celehrated
their 5Cth wedding annlversary on September 28 with
an open house, A large number of friends attended.

Frederic D. H, Cilbert of Briarcliff Msnor, K.Y.
died on August 2. Fred was the son of Bishop
Charles K, Gilbert and was a summer resident of
Dell in Heath for many years. He leaves his wife,
the former Martha E. Smith and a daunghter Elizabeth
and a son Charles,

TOWN OFFICE HOURS

(At Town Hall unless otherwise noted)
Mondays 8 M

Mondays B PM

As announced

Selectmen:
AS8e530rS
PMinance Committee:

Town Clerk and Treasurer:
Mondays 8:30 AM - 12 Yoon & 7-10 IM
Wadneadays and Thursdays B:30 AM-12:30 M

Planning Board: 2nd Monday of month 8§ PM

{at Sheila Litchfield's residence
in Dell)

Mondays and Wednesdays 9 AM - 12 Noon

also by appointment 337=4957

Heath School Commitiee: 2nd Tuesday of month 8 MM

Tax Collector:

Library Trustees: 1st Monday of month 7 M

Library: Mondays 7-9 FM Wednesdays 1-5 ™
Saturdays 1l-5 PM

Mondays 10 AM - 2 M Wednesdays 1-7 M
Saturdays O AM - 5 PM
{Hours subject to change afier siandard
time goes in to effect October 31)
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HEATH RISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWS

There have been a nurber of important activities
of the Society over the past two months., A work hee
was held at the Center {emetery in Auguet where 12
gembers participated in cleaning, straightening
gravestones, and cutting brush, This was followed
with a lunch provided by Don Conlan,

At the Fort Shirley esite the replica of the orig-
inal Ann Korton gravestore has been set in cement at
the grave by Bill Wolf. A path from the reoad in to
the site was cleared by Scott Guddel. A general
brush cutting and clearing around the slte of the
old fort is to be done by Carrell Stowe and Bernard
DenOuden, and possibly a community project by the
Boy Scouta,

The Society exhibit won a blue ribbon at the
Heath Fair in the Organizational Class, This was a
genealogical chart of some of the older families of
Heath prepared by Curator Amy Barry. The booth oper-
ated by the Soclety on the midway at the Fair was
very successful in earning addltional funds.

It was expected that the restored flag of the
0ld Heath Rifle Company would be available for dis-
play this month. However, a last minute check wlth
the Textile Imstitute in North Andover indicated
that the wooden frame for the flag has still not
been comnpleted.

At a meeting of the Directore in Septender, 2
number of items were discussed and approved: the
scraping and painting of ithe ceiling of the School-
houze, a2 workbee to touch up & peeling arez on the
outside of the Schoolhouse, the installation of am
electric outlet in the 0id Town House for a desk
lamp and vacuum cleaner use, 2 revision of the muse-
um acquisition policy, a Troposal of Bernard DenCud=
en to preserve old farm equipment,the setting up of
a committee to plan for the Heath Bicentenntal in
1985, lomg range planning for the program develop=
ment committee,

CLASSIFIED

FRESH WINIE FARM Paul and Marcella Lively & Soms
Excavating =~ Loam = Sand = Stone

Also Horse and Stock Hay, $1.00 a bale 337-4331
FOR SALE - Used Equipment: Dynamark Chain Saw 14"
$30; Sears Circular Saw $10; Swimming Pool circulatd
ing pump & hose 3301 Mangle $25.... Call 337-4580

FOR SALE - Small airtight wood stove - excellent
condition, takes 22" loge - $150,,, Call 337-4G00

Additional coplies of the HEATH HERALD may be purch-
Esed at Peters' Store newsstand ...eevsvseericnes

PETERS’ GENERAL STORE

The ONLY Store in Heath
ALL YOUR WANTS SUPPLIED
WHAT WE DON'T CARRY WE GET
We Sell Alcoholic Beverages
Hrel
Batisfaction Guaranteed
Sl
Raymond and Pamela Galipo Tel:

337-5501




