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THIS IS YOUR LIBRARY

By Alli Thane

Heath has a library that any small town would be
proud to own. Yes, it is your 1library and, there-
for, this article is written so you will know how
and when 1t materialized,

The following is a direct guote from Free Public
Libraries of Massachusetts, 1899, "The Healh Free
Pabiic Library was opened for peblic use July 17,
1894, the town having voted in 1893 to accept the
provicisne of the Library Act of 1890, and having
received $100 worth of books selected as a founda=
tion for the library by the Free Public Library Com-
misaion.*

This was the beginning, The librarian was H, Kirk
Smith and the books were kept in his home. The ex-
penses for the year were reported in the Annual Re-
port of 1896 as "Rent of Library Room, fuel, lights,
and services of Librarian, $24.°

In 1897, a two story wooden building, 36 by 28
feet, was erected at the cost of $1,400 to serve as
a library and other town uses, The axpense was met
by contributions, the most noteworthy being $500
from Ellsworth Sawyer of Millipston (hence Sawyer
Kall), $100 from William Smow of Westchester, N.Y.
$25 from John Leavitt of Watertown, Iowa, and a 1ib-
eral donation from Mrs, F.E. Welch who was active in
the building program, The town appropriated $400
which was used for the purchase of a fireproof vault

for town records and a room for town officers, Lat- -

er an addition was built which added a dining room,
kitchen, and, on the second floor, a room used as a
pool room and 2 hall used by the Grange for meetings,

During the years 1899 to 1925 the library was the
reciplent of 30 to 35 books 2 year borrowed from
the Woman's Educational Association of Boston. In
1905 the State sent the first of a series of Vital
Records of Massachusetts Towns in conjunction wWith
2 Tund called the Eddy Fund. In 1908 the Librarian,
H. Kirk Smith, introduced the card catalogue system
and Grace Burrington was paid $7.45 for cataloguime
1860 books. After the death of H. Kirk Smith in 1916
the books were classified, arranged, and catalogued
according to the Dewey systen.

The following are some interesting quotes of facte
from past Annual Town Reports.

»« from 1909 - "Because of the condition of the
Greenfield Savings Bank where the funds of the Li-
brary are deposited, we can make no definitas report
of the amount due from the bank,” This "condition®
was finally straightened out in 1913,

.. from 1914 - "H,K. Smith fare to Boston to visit
the State Library Commission - $3.23. M.E. Maxwell

for cleaning the library - $1.00.%
% .05, 1 dust pan § .10 ."
«+ Trom 1922 - * 75 books for rebinding $48,75."

The librarians over the years were H.K. Smith
1804-1016, Miss Mamie Maxwell 1916-1922, Mise Flora
White 1922-1923, Mrs, Pearle Tanner 1923=1950, Huth
Fournier 1950-1952, Ruth Corey 1952-1960, Alli Thare
19601961, Ruth Fournier 1962-1964, Susan Gleason
1965~1966, and Edith Gleasen 1966 to, faithfully,
now. Through these years until the mid sixties, when
the library purchased a gas heater, the librarian's
first job each day was to carry wood from the wWood=
roox out back and light the fire in the black stove,
The library was ccld and dsmp and the books on the
bottom shelves would mildew,

saes continued on page 2

Our Librarian Serving a Heathen




LETTERS

To the Editor:

This editorial thank you is way past dve. Satur-
day, the 26 of December, a group of my family's
friends gathered under the direction of Buck Den-
Ouden to get a wood plle up for the benefit of the
Carroll Stowes.

On behalf of my wife, daughter, and myself I would
like to express our deepest thanks for such a fine
gesture, This sort of thing is rather common in
country towns and is cne of the many things that
makes country life so pleasurable.

Cur heartfelt thanke go to all who helped with
this venture, There wasn't a person there that day
that didn"t have scmething else to do, but the call
went out and they responded as faithful neighbors.

Flease accept our thanks and may God blesa you all,

CARROLL, FEGGY, AND LIANE STOWE

HEATH PRECIPITATION

By Ralph HE, Dickinson, Ubserver
for Mass, Water Resources Comnission

Precipitation in December, 5.88 inches: January pre-
cipitation, 5.46 inches, Our first messursble snow-
fall came on December 5, 46% inches of snow fell in
December, the greatest snow depth of any Decewber in
the past quarter century. January snows totaled 27%
inches, We didn't get a Janvary thaw, so most of the
snow is still with us, If the remainder of the win-
ter keeps on at this rate we may have an old fash-
Soned winter like many of us remember in the mid
19730's and 1940°s, '

Alan L. Nichols

Wooden Chairs and Tables
South Rd., Heath, Ma, 01346 Tel. (413) 337-4011
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LIBRARY {continued)

In the years 1978-1580 Sawyer Hall wae renovated,
The library was enlarged to more than deuble the
space with a magazine reading room on the second
floor, The lidbrary has a section for small children,
teens, and a front area which is often used for town
committee meetings,

Edith Gleason atates "Currently we own over 9000
-books and subscribe to 12 magazines wiih 20 addition-
al donatione, We have 275 records and are starting
a collection of audio-visual cassettes, A federal
grant in 1980-1961 enabled us to buy media equipment
conslsting of an audio-visual projector and cassette
player with storage for software, and a large number
of youth and children's books, games and puzzles.
Over 4500 books were circulated in 1980."

The current 1ibrary operating tudget is $4329 fox
the year. Of this the town appropriates $3079 and
$1250 comes from state aid.

There it is. This is your library, created for

you not only by your tax dollar, but aleo by count-
less hours of work by interested volunteers. Visit
the new library, it is yours,

{Thanks are due to Pearle Tammer and Edith

Gleason for helping with the research on this
article)

DOGGONE !

CHALLENGE

The people of Heath have a challenge! If you want

to have a hand in shaping the future of Heath, now
is the time for you to coms forward with your ideas.
Many town bosrds and organizations have been giving
B lot of thought lately to what direction the town
should be taking as we near our 200th birthday.
Among the many topics currently under diecunssion
ares = the Bicentennial celebration, zoning changes,
improved tax base, historic district,regionalism,
refuse disposal, ete. Won't you let us know your
thoughts on these or any other topics that may in-
terest you, whether they are suggestions or gripes?
Sometimen a gripe can be turned around into a con=-
structive plan.

Send your offerings to the HEATH HERALD and we
will see that they got to the appropriate town greoup
for consideration. Thank you foxr caring about Heath;:

The Editors




BICENTENNIAL PLANS UNDERWAY
17856 - 19856

In February 1985 Heath will be 200 years oldi The
Planning Board and the Historical Soclety have been
thinking about 2 Bicentennial Celebration for some
tine, Recently the Planning Board invited all inter-
eated people to its January 11 meeting when eight
people held a very lively discussion with many con-
structive ldeas being offered. Norman Sessions gave
ue first hand information on Buckland's Bicentennlal
in which he was actively involved, and warned us
that we were alnost too late in starting to make
plane. A meeting was then scheduled for January 26,
with Newland Smith as temporary chairman, to organ-
ize a Bicentennial Committee under the Jjurisdiction
of the Flanning Board. Nine enthusiastie people then
met in the Library and agreed that a selection come
mittee hesded by Barl Gleason would try to locate a
suitable chairman and a secretary.

The following is a partial list of activities and
programs considered at that meeting.

winter - Dinner with a speaker on February 14,

the date of the incorperation of the town.

Skidoo, X-country ski, and sled dog races.

Ice sculpture contest and start of a “beard”

growing contest.

Spring - Sugar-on-snow festival and a huge

square dance.

Summer ~ 26 mile marathon, Bicentennial Ball,

house and garden tour, historical museums open,

and,under the auspices of the Heath Fair, a

huge parade, wood chopping-splitting contest,

tractor pull, ete,

Fall = Bicycle race, wagon txain, and other
contests.

Other suggested eventa were: art exhibit and sale,
historical pageant, special church service and organ
concert, sale of bicentennial itens such as T-ghirts,
belt, jewelry, picture postcards of local scenes,
and history books.

Amy Barry and Pegge Howland volunteered to compile
a Bleentennial History, to de published in 1964,

To some it may seem premature to plan for three
years shead, However, time will pass guickly in de-
veloping new ideas, preparing & historical drama,

colleeting a town history, scheduling sporting and
musical events, etc. Most important is arranging
the fimancing of the programs, It was agreed to ask
the Town at the Anmual Town Meeting this year to ap-
Eropriate & sum of money to be used as "front" money
n starting some of the yrograms, Norm 3eéssions told
us Buckland recouped its appropriation and then some
from admissions and the sale of bicentennial arti-
cles,

Meetings of the Bicentennial Committee will be
held regularly, All interested citizens of the town
are urged to attend and to contribute thelir sugges-
tions for this important event in our history. Wo-
tices of future meetings will be amnounced in news-
papers and posted at Peters Store and the Post Of-
fice, Watch for them}

BRUCE A. CROMACK

General Carpeniry
Restoration a Speciality

Burrington Road Tol: 337-4350

CHURCH NEWS

By Amy C. Barry

The Heath Union Church c¢elebrated the Christmae
geagon with candlelight, singing, and the ringing
of bells, The Christmas Sunday service was led by
the Youth Group under the direction of its presi-
dent, Eric Sumner. 4 Christmas play directed by
Bremda Cromack, our Sunday Schoel Superintendent,
was given by the children. Those participating in
it were Heather Gruen, Laura Holdsworth, Caroline
Barry, and Rebecca and Charlotte Decker. The Christ-
n22 Eve sarvice included a large and enthusiastic
cheir organized by Mre. Ruth Law, At the end of the
service of carols and Bible readings, the congrega-
tion took their lighted candles cut into the night
as & synbol of God's light In the world.

Work on the Parsonage has been progressing steadi=
1y this winter and Mrs. Rachel Suaner, head of the
Farsonage Committee, reperts it is nearing comple-
tion. Cenerous gifts to our Farsonage Building Mund
have baen made by the Heath Ladles* Aid and an anon=
ynous donor, The Church now hopee to be able to fin-
ish the Parsonage without having to borrow any money.
The Every Member Canvass will begin soon as another
way of increasing the funds available for this work.

In the search for a new minister, the Joint Dea-
cons invited Mrs. Lynn Baker Dooley to preach on
January 31 in the Rowe Community and the Heath Union
Churchea. Mrs. Dooley is a candidate for the Master
of Mvwinity degree in the class of 1582 at Andover-
Newton Theological School. The Heath Church hosted
a pot-luck luncheen &t the Community Hall following
the Heath service in order to give the church mem.
bers a chance io meei and tzlk with Mrs. Dooley.

At & meeting of the members of the Heath Church,
held on Pebruary 7, it was voted to call Mrs, Docley
as the minister,

Rev, George Riggem for the past several months has
been holding Bible atudy classes on Thursday oven-
ings. These discussions are wide ranging in their
subject matter, tut always based on Bible readings.
His interpretation and his knowledge, as a former
professor of religlon, are most helpful and the hour
is most rewarding. The place of meeting iz listed in
the Church bulletin esach week.

Spanding an hour on Sunday morning in the fellow-
ship of Christ can do wonders for the dampening of
the spirit that sometimes comes with winter's snow
and cold, The Heath Chureh invites all members of
the community to come and worship with us on Sundays.
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HEATH GETS RADIO ALERT SYSTEM

By now most of our winter residents have become
accustomed te checking the weather regpuilarly on
their Weather-Alert receivers distributed in Decen-
ber, The receivers, as part of a muclear alert sys-
ten required by the regulatory agency, are lcanad
by the electric utllity coapany to all residents
within 2 ten mile radius of the Rowe atomic plant.
The cost of the receivers, some $60 at the retail
level, is buried in our monthly electric bills,

Each Wednesday morning, between 10 and noon, a
test alert 1s activated on the system letting us
know with a flashing light and unsquelched siren
that the syster works. A real emergency such as a
tornado, flood, or nuclear mizshap would be ammounced
in a similar way with voice instructions on what to
do.

A great convenience of the system, however, is the
continuous, 24 hour, weather forecasts provided by
the National Weather Service in Burlington, Vermont,
and broadcast o0 us through & transmitter in Marl=-
boro, VYermont.

So far over B0 recelwvers have bheen distributed in
Heath according io our Town (lerk, Catherine Nichols,
Only two households have declined to use them, Anyone
who has not yet obtained hig alert receiver can pick
g:glup from Postal Clerk Marcella Lively at the Town

The whole system is under the local direction of
Civil Defense Director Richard Giard. Dick reminds
ne it iz important to leave the off-on ewitch in the
ON position at all times and to have the ALERT but~
ton pushed In except when we listen to WEATHER. The
test alert signal will leave the weather reports on
contimiously untll the WEATHER bution is pushed on
and off. So, 4f you ave away during the Wednemday
morning test, don't be surprised to hear a volce in
your house when you open the doox:

HEATH AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY

A meoting of the Society was held on February 2,
but due to the bad weather very few attended. A fur-
ther meeting was acheduled for Tuesday, March 2, at
8 ™ at the home of Richard Hatch on the Colrain St
Stage Road. It 1s hoped that active planning for the
1982 Heath Fair can begin as well as other business.

BROWNIE TROOP ACTIVE

The Brownie Troop ie having an active year under
its leader, Robert Gruen, who is helped by Bruce
Warner. They meet regularly every Tuesday after
aschool until 4 PH. Soon after Christmas the girls

. went to see the movie "Clndexella™ in Greenfield

and then enjoyed pizza. On February 14 the children,
with their parents, are going to a sledding party at
the Howe School. Yery soon the Brownies will etart
selling Clrl Scout cookles,

PHIL'S PICK-UP
You Chuck It - FIl Truck It

Call  337-4360

ZAHARA PACKS THEM IN

Alice Woznack, who has lived in the old Gregolire
house on 8A for the past five years, signed up for
an sducation clase in Belly Dancing at the Mohawk
High School three years ago, There were around a
dozen in the class, nineteen years old and up to
senior citizens. It was something new to do and she
thought it would be fun. It was a ten week course
glver only in the fall and, at the end, relatives
and friends were invited to a recital. She was bit-
ten by the bug and repeated the class three times,

The instructor, Anita Upright, and Alice became
good friends and formed a team, Anita calling here
self Kamile and Alice calling herself Zahara. Last
summer the Franklin County Chamber of Commerce was
looking for entertainment for thelr anmual all day
ricnic at the Millers Falle Red and Gun Club. They
invited Anita and Alice to dance and an enthusiastic
crowd of arcund 200 enjoyed the dancing. Then Mike
MeCusker invited them to dance at the Bucklandside
Cafe where the attendance had been 1ight. Over 40
peopie showed up for Anita and Alice and they have
bean asked back in June.

Alice made her costume and Anita had s profession-
al costume designer make hers, The costumes are au-
thentic although there i=s a wide range in their
style, The music is elther with records or tapes.

Belly dancing etarted as a series of exercises
in the Middle Eastern countries for women going
through child birth. The graceful exercises devel-
oped into a dance and the men brought their wives
into the villages to dance. Coins were tossed to
them and put into a coin belt which tinkled., From
this the wearing of jewelry developed.

Belly dancing was brought to this country in the
late 18008 in carnival acts, Now it is recognized
as a sensuous but not gaudy art form as well as for
its health aspects not only in child birth but in
the field of general health,

CO-OP REORGANIZES

The Heath FPood Co-op met on February 2 and elect~
ed 2 flve member steering committee: Bev DenCuden,
Marshall Mittnick, Debbie Porter, Richards Steinbock,
and Alli Thane, This committee will meet on February
11 at the Denfuden howe to compose bylaws and define
the duties of cordinator and team leaders. Mrs, Shar-
on Hiest of Charlemont was elected Co-op Secretary.

The next Co-op days will be on February 22-23 and
March 22-23. Orders must be left at Sawyer Hall a
week bafore these datea.

LARRY’S
of Shelheenrie Falls

C ts D FOOTWEAR

CLOTHING

A L. AVERY & SON

Lol et e e s e Y

GENERAL STORE
Charlemont « 339-491%5




SELECTMEN'S REPORT

By Paul Lively, Chairman
Heath Board of Selectmen

Highway Pept. Weather wise it's been a comparatively
rough winter and the machinery has suffered. Ironic-
ally, the newer equipment has given more trouble
than the older - Perhaps they're not building it
rugged enough for the hills of Heath. The engine
blew in the Ford dump txmek and, because it had a
relatively new model engine , there were no rebuilt
engines available for replacement. Thus a new engine
wag installed at a cost approaching $4000. The 1ift
cylinders on the loader have been rebuilt. The new
International truck has been giving problems with
universal joints in the drive train and, more re-
cently, a broken tooth on the pinion gear in the
rear end, which is guite serious.

In the coming monthe we will be considering Ray
Galipe's proposals in his five year plan for a new
pickup truck and for a new or more modern grader, We
have not yet received from him a recemmendation on
the number of miles of read that need repaving and
which roads would be so treated,

Post Office The renovations for the Post Office are
now complete, excewyt that the Postal Service has not
yet hooked up the electronics of the stamp machine.
Selectmen Ann Steinbock and Ed Calver appeinted Mar-
cella Lively as Postal Clerk and Catherine Nichols
as substitute clerk. It seems to be running smoothly,

Buildings The freeze-up mess at the Commnity Hsll
has been repaired at a cost of approximately $750.
‘The oil burner motor was the cause, A new burner is
yet to be installed at a cost of about $350, Direc-
tions for operating the heating system have been
vwritten up by Ed Calver and are now posted.

Howard Crowningshield has been awarded the con=
tract to do the insulation work at the towm garage
and fire house at a cost of $2660, The work is to
begin at any moment.

Budget and Finance We are still gathering budget
information and meeting with town departments in
the process of working out next year's budget. We
are not far enough along yet to know whether or not
to have a vote on the override of Proposition 24,

EDUCATIONAL SCHOLARSHIPS
AVAILABLE

The Fred W. Wells Trust has just made avallable
application forms for the 1982 scholarshipe. These
can be obtained by any Heath resident at the Town
Clerk's office, and are to be submitted by May 1.
Awards will be announced by June 15, 1982.

Last year the Wells Trust granted a total of
$70,800 in scholarships to 117 qualified recipients
in Frankiin County.

compliments of

Wells Corner Country Store

CHARLEMONT 339-6632

PLANNING BOARD REPORT

By John Holdsworth

The FPlanning Board has completed the revised first
draft of the town zoring bylaws. A copy has been
sent to the Franklin County Planning IDevartment for
comments and suggestions, One problem area, in which
the Board has asked for some asesistance,involves
sale of property that deoes rot comply with zoning
regulations,vsually because of lack of frontage or
lack of aereage, Because the Board doesn't learn of
these sales until after the fact, enforcement of the
zoning bylaws is Aifficult. Some extra FPlanning
Board meetings are being scheduled to prepare the
bylaws for presentation at the annual town meeting.

The town 3till has no representative to the Frank=
1lin County Energy Task Force, Anyone interested in
energy conearvation matters and willing to attend a
meeting in Greenfleld one evening a month should
contact John Holdsworth (337-6611) for more details.

Flamning is still golng or for the county solid
waste disposal project. Committees and subcommittees
reporting to the county commiscioners, have now been
formed to examine the many aspects of collection,
transportation and disposal of various wastes.

The Flanning Board recently met with interested
townspeoprle to discuss the formetiopn of a Bicenten=
nial Planning Committee., The main point that came
out of this and a subsequent meeting was that planw
ning for the celebration must take place now. There
are some things that have to be arranged years in a
advance, Now is the time for people to attend the
meetings apd to do the groundwork, Later on we can
relax; the result of early work will be a much more
enjoyable celebration. Dates of future meetings will
be widely publicized and it is hoped that more peo-
ple will attend.

The next Flanning Board meeting will be Monday,
March 8 at ? FM in the Library.

SCHOOL COMMITTEE NEWS

By Richard Housner, Chairman

The Heath School Committee has had a fairly busy
Januaxy. Qur main concerns have been econcmic. We
are negotiating with Rowe for elementary school tu-
ition and at this stage we feel that Doth committees
percelve a resolution., Naturally what is decided up-
on iz conditional as both towms must approve educa-
tiomal budgets at their annual town meetings. Superw
intendent Willard, David Newell, and Phil Iziale
have given both towms excellent help at crucial
times. On the other economic front, the Mohawk budg-
et would represent a large increase for our town. A
large proportion of this rise would be due to trans-
portationcosts, At thie peint in time, there is talk
of an $86,000 increase for: the district. A joint
transportation subcommittee has been formed to caree
fully scrutinize this expensive package. Richard
Housner iz a member of this proup and he would welw
come any cost cultingsuggestions from the citizens
of the town.

Ray Jodoin, Howe School Committee Chairman, is re-
signing in order to continue his degree in engineer-
ing. Fortunately Wells Foshay will be an able re~
placement on the committee. We are very well aware
of the contributions Ray has made over many years,
He will be missed,




FIRE DEPARTMENT NEWS

By Chief Earl Gleason

Three emergency calls were received in December -
one for Mutual Aid to Charlemont was aborted on
route, and the other two were chimney fires, We re=-
sponded to 24 emergencies in 1981 as compared with
32 in 1980. The new year has seen one car fire and
one chimney fire,

Dedication: No one knows what thie means until you
have seen a fireman jump out of bed in the middle of
the night, climb up a windswept roof at minus zero,
and work to tut out a stubborn chimney fire. Your
firemen have been tested this January with the car
fire at aminus 10 degrees and the chimney fire at mi-
nus 2. They passed the test,

A new fire incldent reporting system has been ina
itiated by the State Pire Marshal, The fire chief
lists and indexes the form with computer rumbers for
each catagory, There are about 75 items to be listed
and Indexed, Exanmples of the questions are: action
taken, injuries, structure type and construction,
degree of fire, water, smoke and other types of dam~
age, method of extingulshment. Among the mere dif-
ficult to answer are the cause, the origin, and the
year, make, and serlal number of the equioment in-
volved in the ignition,

It has also been called to our attentlon that sey-
eral structure fires in neighboring towns have been
caused by laying fires directly on the hearth of a
fireplace. Thus the masonry of the hearth conducts
the heat to the wooden supports and a structure fire
results, Andirons or some means of circulating the
air below the fire should be used, This allows the
hearth to remain much cooler.

Good news and bad news department. The bad news
is the tanker developed & 500 gallon a day leak. The
little better news is that John Holdsworth and Walt
Gleasen, after a couple of tries, patched the leak
with a liberal dose of roofing tar and metal. The
really good news is that a new tank which is being
built to specifications is nearly assembled, This
will be paid for out of the fire department's new
equipment aceount for the next couple of years.
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RALPH E. BLACKMER

Insurance Service

Gordon E. Taylor  Joseph J. Judd

Shelbuene Falls TEL. 625-6527

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT

By D. P. Howland

The Firance Commitiee has been glving most of its
attention to the three ochool budgets, Mohawk, Rowe
and Franklin County Tech. These budgets contribute
about 50% of the town's tax levy. The Franklin Coun-
ty Tech School held its increase for next year to
1.98 %, which is very much in keeping with Proposi-
tion 22, btut the addition of one wmore Heath student
and an overall reduction in the total number of stu-
dents increases Heath's share of the budget from
$22,910 this year to $26,358 for next year, a 15 %
increase. The Hohawk budget for FY 1987 has been ap-
proved by the School Committes, but it is still
16.8 % sbove last year's budget while enrollment is
down overall by 10 %, a very difficult situation,
Five towns, including Heath, spoke against the budg-
et at the hearing, but it was approved anyway. It
is possible it will be reduced when atate aid fig~
ures are known, The Howe School budget is unsettled
at this time,

The Finance Cormittee discussed cash flow problems
with the Selectmen and the Tax Collector. The time
by vhich money is collected affects "free cash"
which in turn is important to stabilizing the tax
rate and, of course, it costs money to bhorrow nonay,
The lateness in billing for taxes exacerbates this
problem,

Maagsachusettis recently passed legislation that
permits towns to override Proposition 2% and double
exgunditures to 5% (Chapter 762 of the Acts of
1981). Implementation of this change is guite compli-
cated and the Finance Commlttee expects to attend
training seainars on thie topic. A4 town meeting is
neceszary to adopt the law, but the Firnance Conmit-
tee does not recommend such action at this time,
Rather, the Finance Committee prefers to complete
budget hearings= in February and early March, and then
aee how the fiscal plcture shapes up for next year.

Va
The Baker
Pharmacy

YOUR REXALL STORE
Tel: 625-6324
Week Days 8:30AM - 9PM
Saturdays 8:30AM - 6PM
Sundays & Holidays 9AM - 12 Noon

Shelburne Falls

52 Bridge Streel

Home: 774-2613
OFFICE: 774-3722
774-3635

LOIS L. BUCHIANE
REAL ESTATE BROKER

AREA REALTY
180 FEDERAL STREET
GREENFIELD, MA. Q1301




SHALLOW POND

By Jennifer Fogel-Songer

It wore a crown of

hay coleored petals and
stinging needles,

Laughing all the while

it told me lies

about having been an ocean once
in a far away place.

3ifte procured from

formlesa pockats of

8ilt lined promise yielded little
in the market of meadows and

warm growing things.

My stance——tall. Mirrored

in waist high stature bending

to gestures from wading thighs
and tippling fingers.

Plucking at cocl wetness glimmering
in woods before the divping light.

Overflow into rubber hipboots, the
rivers whisper in theilr play:

cool down, chilled now you realize
all pondm stand

on feet of clay.

{ This poem was inspired by the pond
behind the stone cottage on Rowe Road )

ASSESSORS’ REPORT
By Richards Steinbock

The tax bills are coming! Our work cards are off
to the computer for final changes and totaling, and
the recap sheets are off to the state for approval,
If all goes well, the bills should be in the mail by
the third week in February.

As the town spent less money this year, eur rough
Tigures indicate a tax rate of about $24.70, or 80
cents less than last year, This is subject to final
verification by the state. However, as we are in the
middle of & full revaluation, we left property val=-
ues at last year's figures rather than monkey around
with them in some vain effort to please the state,
Therefore, unless you altered any structure with ad-
ditions or improvements, your tax bill should be
lower than last year’s = though mot by much.

Form of Lists will be msiled out again in the next
few weeks., Please get them back to us as soon as
possible, The cooperation last year was great. If
possible, please put a value {replacement cost minus
depreciation) on items you list - sofas, refrigera=
tors, skidoos, garden tractors, etc, - It makes our
job easier and more accurate, After all, you know
the value and condition of your personal proverty
better than we do.

The revaluation iz progressine. Once the tax billa
are out, we will be able to get back inte it full
time, Our land schedule iz pretity well nailed down
and we have about 20 % of the houses taken care of,
We will be coning around throughout March and April
asking to tour your house. If pessible, we’ll eall
in advance. Cocperation on the revaluation has been
great and everyone seems to be taking quite an in-
terest in the whole project.

TOWN OFFICERS TO BE ELECTED

The following town officers are to be elected this
year at the annual town election on May 3.

Present

Position Term(yrs) Incumbent
Selectman 3 Paul Lively
Asgessor 3 Richards Stelinbock
Town Clark 3 Catherine Nichols
Town Treasurer 3 Catherine Nichois
Tax Collector 3 Sheila Litchfield
School Commlttee 3 *Amy Barry
Finance Committee 3 David Howland
Library Truetee 3 4111 Thane

Town Auditor 1 Newland Smith

# indicates that incumbent dees not
plan at this time to run for reelection.

Any town resident wishing to run for one of the
abowe offices muxt take out nomination papers from
the Town Clerk before March 27. Twenty or more sig-
netures of registered voters are required on the
nomination paper which must be filed by March 29.

In addition to the above officers, a member of
the Planning Board is to be nominated from the floor
snd elected to a five year term at the Town Meeting.
The present incumbent is Susan Gleason.

Also the following positions are to be filled by
nominations from the floor; Fence Viewers &3}, Meas=
urers of Wood and Bark (3), Field Drivers (3).

VOTER REGISTRATION

The Town Clerk has announced that voier registra-
tion will begin on Monday March 22 for voting in the
annual town elections. Other dates will be announced
in April. However, anyone may register at the Town
Hall on any day during the normal office hours of
the Town Clexk, The last day to register will be
Monday, Aprtl 14,

SCHEDULE ANNOUNCED
FOR TOWN REPORT

Town Clerk Catherine Nichols has set s deadline of
February 15 for submission of all town reports and
articles for the printed town warrant, This is re-
quired in order to get the information typed in fi-
nal form and to the printer by March 1. This is nec=
cessary in order to get the Anmumal Report printed
and distributed two weeks prior to the Anmual Meet-
ing on May 3.

g
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CETA STILL GOING STRONG

Arthur Schwenger, who has lived on Burrington Hill
Road for the past seven years, is the Director of
the Comprehensive Employment and Training Act(CETA)
office 1n Greenflield. Art has been active in social
work, firet as a VISTA Yelunteer in Kew Jersey and
then, in 1973, as DNrector of the Neighborhood Younth
Corps program which has become part of CETA.

In spite of deep federal budget cuts the agency
is still very much alive and hopes to serve 230 to
240 persons during the year ending October 1963.The
Greenfield and Northampton offices of C(ETA merged
last October. Although the administration is in
Greenfleld ,service offices are still open in both
areas. There are & total of 35 staff mawberz. The
program serves people from 50 municipalities includ-
ing all of Franklin (ounty, Hampehire County, and
four towns in Worcestexr County.

At the Northampten Skills Training Center there
are training instruction programe in machlne trades,
clerical business skills, and word processing, Par-
{icipants are paid a minimum wage stipend during
the 18~20 weeks of skill training and are treated
as though they are on a job seven houre per day,
Most of those in the program secure unsubsidized
jobs after training. The Center plans to serve 128
persons this year,

Another (ETA program is on-the-job training. Once
an enTloyer agrees to work with CETA, the agency
helps them develop a tralning position, When an en-
tloyee is chosen, the business trains that permon
for 4=0 months. Employers actually hire the partic-
ipant on their staff and are then reimbursed for
abhout 50 & of the employee's cost. One=the=job traine
ing has served 35 persons since October 1 and 51
more will be enrolling before the end of the fiscal

avr.

A third CETA program is work experience, This pro-
gram enrolls people who have a hard time getilng and
keeping a job because of one or more "Barriers™ to
getting permanent employment, such as youths, women
reentering the job market, or handicapped persons.
With counselor support available, the program
strives to help each rarticipant to establish a good
work record and to find unsubsidized jobs. Job
sites are found in public or noneprofit organiza-
tions such as schools, hospitals, and town offices,

In addition to these major programe, CETA also of=-
fers classes in GED (high school equivalency) prep-
aration, adult basiceducation, and job-seeking
skille workshope.

With all the local unemployment, Art commenis it
is suxrprising that not more people are applyling for
the (ETA programss. Be thinks this is rertly because
people think CETA is not a going concern. Far from

it, CBTA iz very mmeh alive!

UNISEX STYLING AND
HAIR CARE CENTER

Hazel’s

Complete Beauty Sarvices
tor Hair & Skin

100 Federa) Street
Greenfield, Mass. 01301

Phone: 773-8683
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OF LOCK BOXES AND STAMP MACHINES
By Amy C, Barry

The new Heath Post Office is comfortably settiled
in Sawyer Hall. Thanks to Howard Crowningshield and
his crew, the Town Clerk's office has been slightly
renodelled to accomedate the shiny new mail boxes
and stamp machine, There is still plenty of room,
however, for the Town Clerk's desk and files, and
for one of Alan Nichol's beautifully made rocking
chairs that tempts any vistor to sit down for a
Whilﬁ.

Mr=. Marcella Lively, Heath's postal clerk, seems
to feel right at home in her new Jjob,She reports
that 42 of the 132 locking mailboxes have been rent-
ed. The ten large ones were all taken the firsi day
of sale, two having been previocusly reserved for
the Heath Library and the Tax Collector. Theme larpe
boxes were especially popular with seasonal resi-
dents of Heath, Twenty of the medium size boxes and
quite a few emall ones are still available for renmt.
Many summer reople, of course, have not yet rented
a box.

‘The decision to install 132 mailboxea in the new
Post Office was based on long range projections of
population and use made by the U.5. Postal Service.
Proceeds from the box rentals go to the Postal Ser-
vice which is providing Heath with the mailboxes
and other equipment. Those who are concerned with
preserving the past will be interested to Imow that
the antigue mailboxes, prominent in the old Post Of-
fice,have gone to the U.S. Ppst Office Museum at the
Big E Fairgrounds in Springfield.

Several town reszidents have requested a mailing
slot inside the Town Hall that would be accessible
24 hours a day. With the present set up of the mail-
boxee and stanp machine in the front alcove of the
Halil, there is not sufficient space for a letter
slot, According to Mrs, Lively, the mailbox outside
the Town Hall is used frequently for mailing leiters
when the Fost Office is cleosed,

Mrs, Lively feels that the best part of her new
job is seeing and talking with Heath people., The
Post Office can be a very busy place, Mrs. Lively
reports, far busier than most of us realize. She es-
timates that she deals directly with ten or twelve
people every day, which does not include all who
come in just to get mail out of their hoxes,

Both Mrs. Lively and Mrs. Catherine Wichels, Towm
Clerk and substitute Postal Clerk, agree that a very
positive consequence of relocating the Post Office
is that more people are coming into the Town Hall
on a regular basis, reading the bulletin board, and
getting acguainted with the Heath Library.

The new systen of locking mallboxes may be less
personal than the old system of hand delivery. Neth-
ing prevents any of us, however, from putting our
head arcund the corner of the Post Office doorway
and saying "helloe” to Mrs, Lively and Mrs. Nichols.
Indeed, Mrs. Lively encourages people to stop by
and even have a cup of coffee if they wish. 50 next
week, when you viszit Sawyer Hall to buy stamps for
your valentines, drap in for a minute and mee how
things are going In our new community post office,

The ANTIQUE CENTER of
OLD DEERFIELD

10 Shops on Rt. 5-10
Open 190 to 5 Danly

Diane Peterson - always buying Tek: 7745197




FROM THE LIBRARY
By Edith M. Gleason

Now that Pebruary is here we begin to think of
spring and spring houvse cleaning. The Library can
help you with s zood book entitled How To Clean
Everything. sAlso spring is fix-up time for the handy-
man and here we can glve you assiatance, too. Cone
and look at these bhooks,

Do you know that the Library has mere than S50 mag-
azines dealing with subjects from astronomy to wine?
Most of these are donated by friends interested in
the Library. We appreciate their thoughtfulness and
hope you will {o0. Magazines are expensive nowe=a«-
days, so why not borrow from the Library?

If you have been in the Library lately, you will
have noticed a new face, Faye Hamilton has been
helping several hours a week apnd we have been shelf
reading and taking inventory of our holdings. Tt is
a time consuming job and goes betier with two peorple,
She is also working in the magazine room upstairs
and is presently learning to file cards and shelve
books, so that she can be busy when I am helping you.

Have you heard of Direct Access Borrowing? It is
Iike Inter-Library Loan on a help yourself basis,
This is how it works: If we do not own the book you
need, I issue a card to you that enables you to bore
row from zlmost any library in the atate. You return
the book to ite home library personally, or possibly
by mail, bet nwot to ocur library. If you want more
information, contact me,

Have you read any of these 7 Indecent Obsession,
McCullough; Hotel New Hmn%hire, Irving; Road from
Here, Tsongas; ¥Wiew in Winter, Blythe: Northfield
Mountain Interpreter, Sammertino.

On the evening of January 8, three local poets,
Jennifer Fogel-Songer znd Charlie Miller of Heath,
and John Maclean of Rowe, shared their delightful
poetry with about 15 friends at the Library.Refresh-
ments were served by Teresa Fetiengill and Alli
Thane., The evening was a success and it is hoped
that other talented writers will come forward for
another program,

HANDSHAKES
By Carrcll Stowe

What is a handshake? A handshake is different
to different people. In the holiday season there is
often the occassion of a great deal of handshaking,
some the greeting of old friends and zome to meet a
new acquaintance or sayso long to an old friend.

There are as many types of handshakes as there
are people giving thea,

I truly enjoy the warmth of a good firm hand clasp,
To me you can judge the sincerity of the glver by
the way he expresses himself at offering his hand,

Some offered hands have s profound feeling of sin-
cerity, while others zeem to have almost none,

I feel that when one has the opportunity to shake
hands he must try to convey an inner feeling of
warmth and sincerity.

The last time I was privileged to shake my fa-
ther's hand was at the 1980 Heath FPair. I had no
way of knowing that I would never see hia or shake
his hand again, That last handshake from my dad was
30 firn and strong it would belie hie 83 years, a
hand not gnarled from hard work but strong, kind,
and good from many years of selfless toil,

To me a handshake is to be cherished as I cher.
ished my dad's last hand clasp.There are these of
the late Oscar and Howard Thompaon, Uncle Dean Hill-
nzn, Francis Kinsman, and Uncle Jim Boyd, To have
had the handshake of these fine people, to me, is
something to treasure for a lifetize,

30 let us all shake hands in a very sincere man-
ner 80 that the recipient will remember.

UPCOMING-COURSES AT
MOHAWK VALLEY MEDICAL CENTER

Beginning February 12 from 2-4 P the Mohawk Val-
ley Medical Center is co-sponsoring with the Shel-
burre Council on Aging classes in Weight-loss, The
elght week course in weight-loss and nutrition will
be held at the Shelburne Senior Center, Shelburme
Falls, Arleen Thomson, nutritionist at the Medical
Genter,and Carol Robert, an exercise thysiologist,
will be the instructors, Pre-registration must be
made ag soon a8 possible by calling 625-9717,

Franklin County Public Hospltal is coe-sponsoring
with the Medical Center Childbirth Education classes
at the Center. There will be three sessions of zeven
weeks each from 7.30-%,30 PM, The first session
started February 3 with the other two starting on
March 24 and May 5, Sandra Clark, R.N. will be the
inetructor, Preregister by calling 625-9717,

Richard A. Sumner

Journeyman Elactrician
Mass. License #E22622
Vermont License #1245
South Road, Heath
413-337-4330

FRANKLIN-WARE

— SHELBURNE FALLS —
Fuel Qils Heating Supplies
Propane Gas Gas Apphiances
Coal Burner Service




TOWN OFFICE HOURS
(4t Town Hall unless otherwise noted)

Salectmen; Mondays 8 MM
Agsessors: Mondays 8§ PN

Town Clerk and Ireasurer:
Mondays & 30 AM - Noon & 7~10 TM
Wednesdays & Thursdays 8:30 AM - 12:30 FM

Flanning Board: 2nd Morday of month T M

Tax Collector: {at Sheila Litchfield's residence
tn Dell)
Mondays and Wednesdays 9 AM - 12 Noon
also by appointment 337-4057

Heath School Committee; 2nd Monday of month 8 PHM
Library Trusteeg: 1st Monday of month 7 FM

Libpagpy: Mondays 7-9 PM  MWednesdays 1-5 PM
Satnrdays 1-5 FM

FMinance Committee: As posted

Pogt Officer Monday through Saturday

9130 AM = 1:30 PH

Dumps:
Saturdays 9 AM - 5 PM

Mondays 10 AM-Z2 PH Wednesdays 11 AM-5 PN

Howard Crowningshield
Building & Remodeling

Tel: Heath 337-4406
P.O. Charlemont, Ma, 01339

CHARLEMONT TV, INC.
Zenith

Sales & Service

High Street, Chartemont Tel: 333-6685

17 Chapman Street & Greenfield, Ma. 01301

e Saloction of Watches & Jartolryy
Waleh, &%&Jmt.? R apauin
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MILESTONES
By Edith Royer

Tyler Jason was born to Sandy and Jerry McCloud of
Charlemont on Decembor 12. Tyler iz the grandaon of

Evelyn and Smead Hillman,

Brandon Scott Peters is engaged to Theresa Jean
Chaffae and plans married in July, Brandon is
the son of Dawn and Denny FPeters,

Diane Dewhurst of Jacksonville, ¥T. and Erie Grin-
nell were married on Jamuary 21 in Heath, Diane
teaches English at the Academy in Charlement and
Erie is the headmaster of the Acadeny.

Allt and Brnie Thane celebrated their 35th wedding
aniversary on Jaruary 15 at a family party held at

the home of Hon and Beverly Andrews in Wilmingtom.

HEATH PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

Corporal Jay N, Sessions, son of Mr. and Mrs.Nore
man Sessions, was promoted to the rank of sergeant
tn the U.8. Marine Corps, He is stationed at Cherry
Point, N.C. He will complete his stay in the service
in May and will then return to this area.

Ruth Corey, who broke hoth of her elbows about &
month ago,is progressing rapidly and expects to re~
turn to work soon.

Rev. Geo Riggan has recovered from a bad case
of shingles and has resumed his ministry to the peo-
Ple in this area. His wife, Merle, is suffering from
a bad back injury and is receiving treatment in the
hospital,

Carrol) Stowe gave & talk antitled "The Work Horse
and Ul1d Stone Wells”™ on Januvary 30 following the
Rowe Community supper.

Grace Landstrom, who has been in the hospital with
pneunonia, is recovering at the home of her daughter
in Shelburne,

Helen Nichels fell and broke her shoulder recently
and is recovering slowly.

May Churchill underweni surgery on her back this
week at the Baystate Medical Center.

Walter Kenney, the husband of Dawn Cerey, is in
the hospital undergoing tests.

CLASSIFIED

FRESH WINIE FARM Panl and Marcella lively & Sons
Excavating - Loam -~ Sand -~ Stone 337-4331

Additional copies of the HEATH HERALD may he pur-
chased at FPeters'® Store newsstand ... vecesvaesssonnr

SUBSCRIBE NOW ... to the HERALD, Heath's first newe-
paper ... send $2.50 to Box 54, Heath MA Q1346 for
the rext six issues by first class mail .

LI T S )

PETERS’ GENERAL STORE

The ONLY Store in Heath
ALL YOUR WANTS SUPPLIED
WHAT Wt DON'T CARRY WE GET
We Sell Alcoholic Beverages
Ao
Suatisfaction Guaranteed
srade
Raymond and Pamela Galipo Tel:

337-560




