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MILESTONES
by Edith Royver

Haria Ann was born on October to Monika and Matthew
Lively. Maria Ann is the granddaughter of Paul and
Marcella Lively.

Tyler Scott was born on October 17 to Joni and
Craig Sessions of Buckland. Tyler is the grandson of
Norman Sessions and Joan Sumner and the great grand-
son of Dorothy Sessioms.

Lena Rae was born on Octoher 23 to Alma and Robert
Jillson who live on Number Wine Road.
Eric Bryant was born on November
Robert Coateg of Charlemont. Eric is

Robert Coates of Heath.

Brandon Michael was born open November 19 to Debbie
and Douglas Seibert of Greenfield. Brandon is the
great grandson of Wilbert Rainville, Sr. of Heath.

Frederick Norman was born on Novenber 29 to Lisa
and Nerman Davenport of Shelburne. Frederick 1is the
grandson o©f Catherine and Bruce < romack and the
great grandson of Hannah Burrington of Heath.

Calisandra Davis was born on November 30 to
ly and David Griswold of South Road.

Lucille Annear died on October 1%. She was born in
Heath, the daughter of Philippine and Leon Peters.
She leaves her husband, <Cyrus C. Annear, Jr., and
nany relatives inc¢luding Cleon Peters, Mrs Annear was
a postal clerk for ten years in Charlemont.

LETTER

17 to Cindy and
the grandson of

Kimber-

To the Bditors:

I wish to correct a statement made by wme in the
last KERALD. I said the Greenfield Firefighters union
refused to work with the county computer. William
Devino of that union called me to tell me that my
information was not correct. I wish to apologize for
anhy problems my mistake may have caused.

Earl M. Gleason
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HEATH PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

Charles Kades participated in a conference entitled
Constitutions" at the University of
November 18 and 19. The conference of-
for internationally known

political and legal systems.

Among the constitutions of sowme 18 countries, Chuck

Kades spoke about the Japanese constitutien.

the son of Peter Smith,
training at Lackland Air
a 1987 graduate of Mohawk

Airman Michael D, Swith,
graduated from basic
Force Base, Texas. Peter is
Trail Regional High School.

SHERMAN'S 50TH ANNIVERSARY

celebrated their
family din-

Elmer L. and Mary L. Sherman
50th wedding anniversary recently with a
ner at Brickers Restaurant.

They were married October 31, 1937, in Providence,
RI ané first lived in Charlemont where Elmer was
employed by the highway department. They moved to

Heath in 1951 vwhere Elmer was self-employed as a
logger and maple syrup producer. Mary became manager
of the Heath Branch School cafeteria and later served
as Town Clerk, Town Treasurer and as Selectmen's
Clerk. Mary is a member of the Heath Ladies Ald.

They have three children, Leland of Heath, Martha
McDonough of Des Y¥oinmes, Iowa and Patricia Guilbault
of Turners Falls. There are six grandsons, one grand-
daughter and two great grandchildren.

HEATH PRECIPITATION

by Ralph Pickinson, Observer
for Massachusetts Water Resources Commission

October precipitation was 5.97 inches; snowfall was
3 inches.

November precipitation
was 15 1/4 inches.

Total precipitation for the first 1i months of 1987
is 49.11 inches. The average annual precipitation fer
the past 20 years is 51.37 iaches,

The sgeason's first snowfall on October 4 was 3
inches. Previously we have not had a measurable
snowfall in October sinece 1979 when we had 2 inches
on Octoher 12 of that year.

was 1.44 inches; snowfall
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LIBRARY LINES

by Alli Thane, Librarian

Christmas is fast approaching and the Library has a
variety of holiday cooking and craft books. There
are ideas for sewing, woodworking, decorating and
gifts from your kitchen.

The number of overdue books is mounting, so we axe
declaring the months of December and January fine
free months. Then in February the fineg will be in-
creased to 5 cents per library day and we will be
forced to be more strict about beck returns, Most
libraries' lending time is twe weeks. Ve'll give you
three and, if this disn‘'t ample time, a phone call
gives you renewal time. I'm sure thisz nudge will make
everyone more cooperative.

The Friends of the Library are giving mnmoney for
children's and young adults' books and many have
already arrived. The Council on Aging is giving money
for audioc books and large print books and these are
on order.

There has been interest in house-building and reno-
vation and we have several new books on this subject.
Lucia Finck donated a wealth of cook books and these
are being catalogued and added to the collection. The
Coes continue to give wus wonderful nature and ar-
checlogical books.

It's time for the Library to re-evaluate the maga-
zine collection for next year, If there is 2 special
nagazine you would like to read, pleasé¢ speak out.

Happy Holidays!

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY

by Pat Leuchtman

Jobhn Clark on the french horn, joined by Dave Barg-
eron on tuba and trombone and 6il Goldstein on the
keyboards, provided an evening of sophisticated jazz
at the Heath Union Church om Oetober 17. The program
was introduced by the Clarks' somn, Trevor, and John
provided a running conmentary on the tunes they play-
ed. By popular request the trio plaved John's "Ice on
Trees," one of several origiral compositions per-
formed that night.

The concert, a benefit for the Friends of the Heath
Library, was a critical and financial success netting
$270 for the Library. There has already been hopeful
talk that the concert could become an annual event.

After the concert, John and Nancy <lark hosted an
open house at their farm om 84, where people had a
chance to talk to the musicians while enjoying the
good food and good neighbors.

AL. AVERY & SON

" GENERAL STORE
Charlemont « 333-4915

Richard A. Sumner

Journeyman Electrician
Mags. Liconss #E22622
Vermont License #J1245
South Road, Heath
4t3-337-4930

THE AYES OF TEXAS

by Alastair Maitland

6n October 24 last a formal reception was held at
the Harris Gallery in MHouston., Texas, to mark the
opening of a one-man photographic show, presented
under the title, "Heath" {(Photographs from Heath,
Massachusetts, 1979-1987). One of the photographs
frow the collection, “Thanksgiving, 1986," is repro-
duced herewith. The artist is Peter Brown.

Feter Brown, who teaches in the Film/Photography
unit of the Department of Art and EHistory at Rice
University in Houston, is an artist whom Heath can
rightly claim as one of its own. His boyhood suumers
were spent here; which is more than enough to en-
gender and to guarantee 2 deep and abdiding attachment
to the place, His 1love of Heath is expressed and
illustrated in his work. There are landscapes., of
course. What artist could live and work in Heath
without seeking in scme fashion to capture and to
celebrate the beauty of our hills and woods? But
Peter Brown does not ignore the apparently prosaic--
the viewer succumbs pleasurakly to the charm of a
picture showing a blue denim skirt  hanging on a
clothes~drier against a backdrop of white pines. Nor
does he forget man in his workaday environment. An
arvesting study of a male figure (the artist's fa-
ther) in a moment of repose from his labors with the
maul or scythe was on view in the Photographic Ex-
hibit at this year's Heath Fair.

Peter Brown has been one of the more faithful ex-
hibitors at the Heath Fair over the past few years. A
sumber of the photographs now on display at the Hous-
ton Gallery may very well have been given their first
public showing at the Fair. And it is a rather re-
markable fact that - if the records can be relied
upon - Peter Brown has never been the recipient of
the First Prize for Photography at the Fair. Certain
artists, it seems, suffer the same fate as prophets.
They are not withcout honoer, save in their own country
and in their own house. Wow that fhe eyes of Texas
are upon him perhaps Peter Brown may achieve greater
recognition in the future from his fellow Heathens.

THANESGIVING 1986
by Peter Brown



HEATH AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY NEWS

By Michael Peters

At the November wmeeting of the Soclety all of last
year's officers were vre-~elected. These are: John
Henry, president; Wichael Peters, vice-president
Barbara Smith, secretary; and Karen MacDougall,
treasurer.

Highlights of the past Fair were discussed and
among those were how we got a well deserved, perfect
three-day weekend without one drop of rain. VWith good
weather and great attendance coming hand-in~hand, we
had the perfect setting for a record year. The 40 by
100 foot tent was not needed for rain cover but it
proved to be just as handy for sun <cover., It will
definitely bhe part of next vyear's Fair. With the
chicken barbecue on both days (by the Fire Depart-
ment}, along with the woodsman's contest, the sheep
judging, the horse pulling, the well liked Wright
Brothers‘ mime and the garden tractor pull all going
on at the same time, the <rowd was traveling a lot
from end to end. This made the people as well as the
concessionaires and committee very happy.

As far as the financial situation, the Fair paid
all of the normal expenses along with new additions
for this year, such as 51500 for the 4-wheel drive
track improvements, $1000 tent rental, $900 for the
woodsman's contest, and a hefty 52500 payment or 50%
of the loan on the trailer. With the decision on the
purchage of a riding lawn mower still floating., we
were able to arrive at the same balance in the check-
ing account as after last year's Fair, This is a good
sign and proves a profitable year.

One project in the works for next June is the re-
building of the old exhibit hall comnected to the
gsecretary’s booth. With duwe respect to all the Heath-
ens who helped build the o0ld hall in the early six-
ties - well, the place ig getting old too and is in
need of major repair. Hopefully, by the time this
article is gut, about 9 or 10 thousand board feet of
logs will have been marked for cutting. These were
donated by ten or so landowners for this project.
Plans are for replacement of the roof and a few raft-
ers along with all of the siding, new flooring and
doors for the hamburg booth side, and building tables
on the proposed new cement floor in the main room.
Another thought ig to build more shelves all around
the inside for art and crait exhibits. With added
lighting it has the potential for anything. Lumber
will be sawed and stacked to dry. so that next June
or July we can bhave community work bees to do the
construction. Hopefully some of our many carpenters
in town will volunteer their skills for this project.

Due to genercus support, this jidea has completed
the first step of being a reality. About 17,000 feet
0of logs have been donated by very dgenerous towns-
people. Almost all of this has been marked for cut-
ting by Bill and HNathan Clark. By trading logs in

Jeaturing:
HIGH EFFICIENCY
LOW POLLUTION STQVES

Doazens To Choose From

HOP

MOHAME TEANL, SHELBURNE, Ma. Q3318
Opte -3 Mon,-Frl. * Sal, 9 n.m-MNoom
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exchange for having our logs sawed into lupber and
delivered, the Fair will have about 11,000 feet of
lumber which exceeds our expectatioms. Some plans for
using the extra lumber after completion of the old
exhibit hall are: building a roof over the stage,
building more picnic tables, building seating in the
already planned and half state-funded project for a
sheep and cattle judging building. With landowners
donating between 500 and 5000 feet of lumber at a
time, our guota was filled in a hurry. Keep in mind
that 11,000 feet of lumber is worth about $3300 and
therefore is a most genercus contribution. Donations
have been made by Carroll Stowe, the Dickingons, Pat
Smith, Clyde Churchill, Ernie Thane, Walt Gleason,
bhrt Schwenger, Paul Burrington, Charles Mackie and
Don Conlan. Again thanks to all of you for your tre-
mendous support.

Generally speaking, the 1987 Fair went smoothly,
but in order to give all of the views, here are a
couple of wminor problems being worked on. Most impor-
tant is the new arrangement for selling ice cream
¢ones. The high cost ig the main problem and, to our
regret, this caused many unhappy faces. The remedy to
this will probably be to put the ice cream back into
the hamburger booth. The only other prohlem was the
late arrival of the woodsman's contest crew which was
due to one of the men getting stung by a bee. But
they made it about two hours late and 4did put on a
great show. We are constantly trying to better the
Fair and already have a few surprises in the works
for next year.

Half of the population of Heath works together at
the Fair, doing such things as directing cars, guard-
ing the main gate, moving chairs, slaving over a
grill cooking some 3,635 hamburgs and hot dogs, mow-
ing the grass, picking up trash, or working for Pat
and Mary raking. Thig is what makes it a success and
is the secret ingredient in making the Heath Fair a
truly unmatched, old time, friendly country fair.

Reninder: The Fair Association desperately needs
new members to help in the planning of this community
event. Call any of the officers or nembers f£or more
information.

COMMUNITY HALL FAIR

by Karen Brooks

The Community Hall Committee is sponsoring a Winter
Fait on Saturday. December 12, from 10 AM to 4 PM at
the Hall. The Ladies Aid will be selling their ar-
ticles as well as many local crafts people. There
will be a children's area with games and face-paint-
ing, and Santa has promised to spend the day to have
his picture taken with the kids.

The Committee 1s looking for donations for a
sealed-bid (silent) auction, and the piano that was
taken from the downstairs will be auctioned that day.
1f you can't make it, just phome in your bid to Karen
Brooks 337-6614 or Dolly Churchill 337-6680, or call
the Hall by 2 PM on that day.

There will be a light lunch served from 11 to 2
downstairs as well as a bake sale, coffee, etec, all
day. If you can bring something to the bake sale, or
have something for the auctiem, or would like to help
in any way., please let the Committee know. This is a
benefit for our Hall and we need your suppert. The
proceeds of the Fair will be used to repaint the

front outside of the building.



NEW NEIGHBORS & NEW BUSINESS

by Pat Leuchtman

Anne Plunkett and Christine Herdell have been busy
ever since they moved to Tink Warriner's house on
Jacksenville Stage Road in January 1986, Anne grew up
in Connecticut and Chris in Detroit. This May, hnne
bought the Bridge Street Bookshop in Shelburne Falls
and Chris became¢ a nursing student at Greenfield
Commnunity College where she 1 developing a gpecial
interest in pediatrics and hospice work.

They both worked in Washington, ©DC, Anne as an
environmental lobbyist and Chris for the National
Center for Voluntary Action. It was while Anne was on
buying trips for a second hand book business that she
returned to New England and they decided to settle
here.

From April through December, Anne iz especially
busy with the bookstore because it's open seven days
a week, from 10 - 6 every day but Sunday when they're
open from noon to 5. Chris helps cut at the store
when she can, usually on Sundays which turns out to
ke a good business day. From Janwary through March
the sgtore is open Wednesday through Sunday, which
gives Anne and Chris a little more time to enjoy the
Heath winter they love.

The bockshop has changed a little since Anne took
it over. They still have some used books, although
Arne says she finds it difficult to get out on buying
trips now. She's especially interested in unusuwal and
out of print books in all fields. She finds new books
that she's able to provide at sale prices that are
very popular, but she can order any new book for a
custoper and doesn't charge for out of print book
searches. She also provides a special mail order
. service for those who are home bound or over 65.
Customers just need to phone their order and Anne
will get the book and mail it out, In addition she
sells books at a discount to libraries because she
has an appreciation for library budgets.

Anne's personal book collection includes works by
women, books on animal rights and sets of leather
bound books.

In addition to selling books, the Bridge Street
Bookshop offers a selection of cards, some of which
are produced by local artists like Paula Gottlieh of
Ashfield, gift wraps and magazines,

Vhatever it is you are looking for, Anne will give
you knowledgeable and friendly help.

BRIDGE -»% STREET

BOOKS

NE-W+&+U+*S*-E+*D

Mail orders sent anywhere. Special orders 2t no extra cost.
Free out-of-print book search. Phone orders welcome.

Free gift wrapping, Gift certificates.
8ale Books, Magazines, Gift Wrap, Greeting Cards.
4 Bridge Street, Shelburne Falls, MA 01370, 413-625-9362
Open 7 Days

THE OLD FASHIONED CHRISTMAS TREE

[This is a talk by the late Mrs. John Falstrom to
the Christian Women's Clubs of Northern Wew Jersey,
of which she was president. She was a sister of Ruth
Churchill and spent part of many summers in Heath.
The talk was presented in December 19%74.]

One Christmas season about 25 years ago a minor
uprear cccurred in Wall Street. Economizing governors
of the Big Board had chosen a skimpy, undersized tree
to decorate Broad Street. Not until a towering 50-
foot fir has been hastily installed in its place did
the thunderous complaints subside. The following
Christmas another tree was set up. Its $800 price
and its 46-foot height seemed to satisfy everyone!

Just how the Christmas tree customn began has never
been verified. A series of legends have been passed
on to succeeding generations. According to one story,
Martin Luther of Germany was the originator of the
Christmas tree. While taking a midnight stroll he is
supposed to have loocked up at the stars and thought
about the approaching Christmas., He suddenly decided
hov he could make Christmas mean more to his little
boy. That was to bring in an evergreen with its twigs
regsemblirg Christmas crosses and deck it with candles
to represent the stars of the heaven. Since there is
no documented record of this story, it has been rele-

gated to the realm of tradition but it could have
happened.
Historically it will be recalled that the pagan

Eurcpeans decorated and worshiped trees constantly
and it dis possible that the Christmas tree is a sur-
vival of their ceremonies. The first definite refer-
ence to a Christmas tree is in literature, however,
appearing in an anonymous manuscript dated 1605 which
deseribes an ornamented German tree., Even today the
tree is the high point of the German Christmas.

How did the Christmas tree find its place in Ameri-
ca? Not through the Pilgrims. They were forbidden by
law to even celebrate Christmas. It is said that the
Heasian soldiers fighting for England during the
American Revolution introduced the tree to the colon-
ists. In their canps they celebrated Christmas with
lighted trees. The c¢olonists liked the idea and cut
evergreen trees for their own uge in the years that
followed. Popular orpaments on their trees were the
quilled ornaments. Quilling is an ancient art and
gets it name from the fact that long strips of paper
or parchment were wound around the bony end of a
feather or quill,

Every Christmas of yesteryear
corn and paper rings. I remember making them in
schoel, don't you? Along with paper lanterns and
cornucopiag filled with candy. Godey's Ladies Book of
1860 mentions the lovely lace bags. And, of course,
there were gingerbread men - fragrant cookies dec-
orated with sugar.

Candles were used to light the Christmas trees
years ago but there was always the danger of fire. In
1895 Ralph E. Morris obtained some 12 volt flash11ght
bulbs made for a telephone switchboard and fashioned
ther into strings of lights for his family tree.

And now, in closing I wish you an old fashioned
Cchristmas greeting: "Merry Christmas to all!"

17 Chapman Street & Greenfield, Ma. 01301

Fine Sobachion of Watho & 4
Watdh, & Jotelesy Repain
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THE COMMUNITY’S HALL

by Beverly denOuden

The present day Community Hall in Heath Center had
its beginnings in 1872 as one of the three churches
in the Center. It served the Methodist parishioners
until 18%2 when the three denominations in town join-
ed to organize the present Heath Union Church in its
building built in 1833. Nobly as the building may
have served in its early years, this account has more
to do with its transformation into its present state,
most of which transpired from the late 1920's te the
mid 1950¢'s., The author is indebted to Esther Dickin-
son and Rachel Sumner for the account that follows.

In the 1920's the building changed to secular uses.
It was held in private hands at that time by Nr.
Rabert Miller. Edward Dickinson, Esther's unc¢le,
operated a general store in the lower level of the
building. Mr. Dickinson alsc served as postmaster in
Heath. Rachel Sumner visited that store as a young
girl and recalls that buggy vhips were strung from
their tips just to the right of the store entrance.
She also recalls Edward Dickinson relocating his
store goods across the way to the present Gruen home
with the aid of a wheelbarrow.

In 1921 a grour of sunmer people, organized under
the auspices of the Historical Scciety and led by Dr.
Laurence Chapin, agquired the old church and this was
the beginning of itg community use. Dr. Chapin. an MD
in Springfield, summered with his family in the pres-
ent Mackie house. The intericr of the old church was
modified, the pulpit removed and the stage built. The
pews were sold to interested people to help finance
the renovations. The pulpit and some of the pews are
still in the collection of the Heath Historical Soci-
ety.

The annual grammar school graduations were held in
the *new" community hall. Esther Dickingon recalls
her graduation in 1932. All the scheols in town would
come together and the hall would be packed. She fur-
ther reminisced that she had a new teacher every
year, the teachers coming from two years of normal
school and then moving or after being polished a bit
by the Heath children.

During the 1930's and 40's the Historical Soclety
supported the building by sponsoring plays and enter-
tainments - several each summer. Thz local towns-
people and the summer residents joined together to
tread the boards. The presentations, mostly comady,
were enthusiastically received by the community. At
Fair time there was always a play in the evening with
standing room only. After the play there would bhe two
dances with live music - square dancing at the Com-
munity Ball anpd rcund dancing at Sawyer Hall. Rein-
hold Niebukr performed one sguamer in an exciting
vaudeville perfermance. Bill Wolf participated as
narrator in one of the 1last community productions,
Wilder's "Our Town'" presented in 1951,

w
Gordon E. Taylor d/b/a

BLACKMER INSURANCE AGENCY

On the Mohawk Trail
Joseph J. Judd Shelburne, MA
Marion ]J. Taylor Tel: 625-6527

_

R. E. Blackmer

During this time the basement of the Hall was un-
finished. The community and church dinners were 3ll
held at Sawyer Hall with preparations taking place in
a tiny kitchen equipped with a wood =stove and no
running water.

In 1955 the HKistorical Socisty transferred the
ownership and maintenance of the building to the
town. The town woted in February 1956 to use $6000
for cleaning and restoration of the basement. At the
same time a committee of siXk commupity women was ap-
pointed to manage Hall affairsg; Hannah Burrington,
Lucia Finck, Nora Galipo, Edith Royer, Rachel Summner
and Ruth Terrill. This grouwp along with their hus-
bands, families and, no doubt, many other community
members set about the thuge task of transforming the
rude lower level to its present functional state.

The next vyear the town appropriated an additional
54000 to finish work on the walls, foundations, toil-
ets and stairway. Harry Terrill and Herman Harris
also donated their labor to accomplish nuch of the
rencvation. |

From their inception it was the dream of the newly
forned Comwunity Hall Committee to equip the place
for dining and to move out of the somewhat primitive
Sawyer Wall kitchen. Toe that end the years of 1956
and 1957 witnessed a flurry of culinary activity. A
total of twelve benefit dinners took place at the
instigation of the determined committes, again with
community members baking pies, rolls and beans to
support the effort. During this time Heath developed
a sound reputation for family style dining and people
would be lined uwp as much as an hour before the
scheduled serving time.

The nat profit from the twelve dinners was 51254,
This amount furnished service for 100 people, chairs,
tables, the gas range and pots and pans. Rachel said
they had fun and knew it would henefit the town.
These same women continued as the Community Hall Com-
mittee for eighteen years.

The Hall has indeed fulfilled its promise to serve
the community, witnessing its weddings, parties and
pleasures as well as town meetings, Further it stands
as 3 tribute to service: servire to place - a place
called home.

HEATH COMMUNITY HALL c. 1926

{staff photo)
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MOHAWK TRAIL REGIONAL SCHOOL NEWS

by Tanja Davin

The firszt duarter of
Hohawk hag been completed.
receiving report cards,

The Middle School HWusical, The Wizard of 0z, was a
success, and work on Little Shop of Horrors, this
year's all-school musical, will be starting soon.

The Musi¢ Association at Mohawk recently held a
"Musicthon" and is now selling raffle tickets for
such prizes 4s a compact d4isk plaver to raise noney
for a trip to Florida, scheduled in the spring.

The Warriors football team finished second in its
league for its first winning season since 1981. Con-
gratulations, team!

Winter athletics including boys' and girls' bas-
ketball, winter track and downhill skiing will begin
practice in the next few weeks.

At the joint scheol committee meeting, with repre=
sentatives from all schools in the nine-town areas,
it was decided to begin an AIDS education program. On
Decenber 4 staff members from Mohawk, Sanderson Acad-
ewy, Hawlemont, Rowe and the B-C-§ School District
met in the Mohawk auditorium to hear a presentation
by Robert Abel of the Massachusetts Department of
Public Health on facts and fears about AIDS. Students
and parents will also be given this opportunity on
December 10. In addition to this a pamphlet written
by the U.5. Public Health Service <Center for Disease
Control was sent by mail along with report cards to
students' homes.

Once again this year at Mohawk promises to be pro-
ductive and filled with new and exciting happenings.
Students, faculty and administration are working
together to make this year the best yet at the High
gchool.

I would like to end by wishing everyone a safe and
Happy Holiday Season.

the 1987-88 school year at
Students should soon be

MOHAWK MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS

by Valerie Belval, Grade 7

Well, the seventh graders, most of us, think school
is geing great.

We have gone on two field trips. Pirst we went to
the Big E, which is a g¢reat place to have fun. We
went into all the state buildings, went om rides and
saw many otker things. When we got back from our trip
we picked a state to do a report on. Twe or three
gtudents would select a product from that state. Next
we made a brochure or poster of the product we
picked, wrote a script and d4id a commercial about our
product. It was lots of fun. We were then graded on
them. OQur parents watched our commercials on video
tape at open house.

Our second trip was to Catanount Mountain, That,
too, wag very interesting. We were able to see wild
animals, collect so0il samples and all kinds of dif-
ferent leaves, We ate our lunch at the top of the
mountain. Some kids were going to fish, but they had
one problem. They forgot their fishing poles. When we
returned from our exciting trip we wrote another
report. This time the report included three different
leaves, a map of where we went, a folder and a writ-
ten report. That was extra fun to do.

311 the students at Mohawk's Middle School seen to
be doing very well, and all I can say is keep up the
good work.

THE WIZARD OF OZ

by Suszan Silvester

On November &, 7, and 8 the seventh Middle School
Musical was pregented at the Mohawk Trail Regional
School. Over one hundred students in grades 5 - 8
from all six schools in the district participated in
an outstanding production of the "The Wizard of oz."

Producer Joan Smith, a special education teacher at
Mohawk, and director Nick ¥aynelovich of the Music
Department, combined their talents and many years of
experience to make this a presentation which will be
remenbered for many years to come. Special effects
included flying witches, a fog machine, a whirling
tornado from Kansas and a series of shrinking witches
portrayed by Mr. Waynelovich's children. The stage
came alive with real barnyard animals in the gpening
farn scene, as Runt Em  and Uncle Henry, played by
middle school teachers, talked with Dorothy. A well
behaved canine star named 8am filled in as Toto dur-
ing the Dbeginning and closing secenes of an exciting
performance,

Heath students in the production were Valerie Bel-
val and Caroline Barry from the seventh grade, Jus-
tinia Tanner, Betsey Silvester, dJennifer Gilbert and

Shawna Hyytinen from the sixth grade and Enily Nich-~
ols from the fifth grade.

Heath Children in Wizard of 0z
Back: Jennifer Gilbert, Betsey Silvester,
Emrily Nichols
Front: Shawna Hyytinen, Carcline Barry,
Valerie Belval, Justinia Tanner
(Phote by Sue Silvester}
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Planning * Improvement * Marketing

Many Local References

WILLIAM D. UNDERWOOD ASSOCIATES INC.

Chapin Road
WD, Underwond Rt. | Box 176
4] 3-045-9500 Bernardston, Ma 01337




NEWS FROM THE ACADEMY

by Olga Peters '94

The school vear has started off fast with Shake-
speare and Company coming, field trips, soccer season
and Mountain Day, Whew!

Shakespeare and Company came the week of October 19
for a four day workshop. We had so much fun. The last
day of the vorkshops, the players of Shakespeare and
Company put on a presentation for us and the students
of Hawlemont. MNext, te top it off, the students of
the Academy put on skits for each other. Ve got quite
a few laughs from those numbers.

The next week was just as busy, this tipe with
field trips. The senior school had overnight field
trips. The seniors train-tripped to New York to see
various museums and plays. The 11th and 10th grades
were bussed tec Washington, DBC. They saw just about
every historical monument and government building
thete is! DBoth parties came back exhausted but said
they had lots of fun.

The 7th and 8th grades had only ocne-day trips, but
fun ones. The ninth grade went to Sturbridge Village
and the lower school, 7th and 8th, went to the
Springfield science museum. Both trips came back
tired, not a3z tired as the sgenior school, bat tired.
The trips didn't stop there! Wednesday, November 4,
that nice warm, sunny day, evervone c¢limbed on the
busses for Mountain Day. This yvear it was Hogback in
Wilmington, ¥T. Just as all the rest of the times, we
came back tired and happy.

A1l of the soccer teams played an excellent season.
The senior boys won 5 games out of 8 and tied 2 oth-
ers. The senior girls won 4 out of 6 games. The jun-
ior team won 2 out of 7 and tied 2 games.

Well, the first half has been quite busy and the
atudents see an even busier future, with a very major
change. The Academy at Charlemont expeckts to move to
the East Charlemont Bible Church when the school's
leage runs out in 1989, The school hopes to acquire
both buildings, the white school and the four-chimney
brick house. "We don't expect to move the school
before that time," said Eric¢ A. Grinnell, the head-
master.

Well, that wraps it up. Happy Holidays.

VTR MM LA ALRONH RNV Y

More than just a candle store!

In the center of Shelburne Falls overlooking the
scenic glacial pothales
L Opens every day [0 10 6

SCHOOL COMMITTEE REPORT
by Budge Litchfield

Progress is being made on the repair of the Rowe
school roof. The contractor is Dole Brothers of Shel-
burme who has fallen slightly behind the anticipated
completion date of November 30. K fine is Dbeing lev-
ied on the contractor for each d&ay that the work is
not completed beyond the November 30 deadline. It is
hoped, however, that the project will be wrapped up
by December 10, just in time for the gymnasium to be
used for the holiday season.

The Rowe School winter sports program offers three
alternatives to the students this year. The choices
are downhill skiing at REaystack, cross-country skiing
at the nearby Hermitage, or snow-shoeing on the
school grounds.

A recent reorganization of the school committee has
taken place. Linda Marcotte iz the representative for
the Heath Public Pre-school, Budge Litchfield is the
Rowe representative and chairman of the Heath Long
Range Planning Committee, and Patrick Venmeri is the
representative to the Mohawk Regional School Commit-
tee.

Seasons greeting from your school committee, and
best wishes for an educaticnally excellent 198&8!

| RET

FARM LTORE

TR
GREENFIELD ROAD I

Vs
The Baker
Pharmacy

YOUR REXAIIL STORE
Tel: 625-6324
Week Days 8:30AM - 9PM
Saturdays 8:30AM - 6FPM
Sundays & Holidays 9AM - 12 Noon

52 Bridge Street
h———

Shelburne Falls

QUALITY CARS & TRUCKS

SILVESTER’S

Colrain Stage Road  Heath, MA 01346
413-337-44%91

FOR SALE

Interstate Megatron
Car & Truck Batteries
Rated #1 by Consumer Report




THE HEATH BRANCH SCHOOL

by Mary Sherman

My first introduction to the Branch School was in
1951 when we moved to Heath in May, and in September
our children started schoel. Im 1873 the Branch
Scheeol District selected a spot for their new schogl-
house on land belonging to Edmond Gleason, the great
grandfather of Earl and Walt Gleason. During 1950 the
building had been enlarged and remodeled; classes had
been held at the Community Hall and in the Center
School under vwvery difficult conditicns. The teachers
were Mr. Roswell Miller, Mrs. Ruth Kilgore and Mrs.
Mabel Sears.

The newly remodeled school had three rooms, with
Mr. Miller's and Mrs. Sears' rooms capable of being
turned into an assembly room for Christmas parties

and other meetings. An addition at the back had a
furnace room, boys' and girls' toilets and a stock
room, which in 1955 waz turned into a cafeteria. The
door was cut in half and a serving shelf added where
the children picked up their lunches to eat at their
desks.

Nada Stetsonm invited me to a meeting about starting
a cafeteria and before I realized it I had been ap-
pointed chief cook and bottle washer!

So on Valentine's Day, 1955, the first meal was
served. Most of the equipment, silverware and dishes
were donated. The first refrigerator was a 2-doot
beghive General Electric. There were also Department
of Agriculture donations as well as gifts of surplus
garden items from local people. I served as cafeteria
manager until I resigned in the late fail of 1955
when Muriel Stetson took over. $he 1left in 1956 te
attend college and Mrs. Leora Howes became mahager, a
post she held until 1960¢ when I returned.

T enjoyed my work; the children came and visited
the kitchen and some of the first graders did their
studying there. One of the clder boys would come for
lunch, take his plate and invariably say, "I don't
think I 'm going to like that,™ and he’'d bring back
an untouched plate! One day we had a call that the
teachers had been in an acecident. They asked me to
keep order, s0 I assigned three older students ta
monitor the rooms and leave the doors open so I could
hear. They did very well, and fortunately the teach-
ers were only shaken up and were able to finish the
day.

ks some of the federal food donations were frozen,
we had to rely on the kindness of various people with
freezers to store the food, which was not very con-
venient. So we started to collect “"Green Stamp” books
for a freezer. It took a long time, dut in 1962 we
finally got enouwgh through the Xindness nf the towne-
people, and by the end of the spring term we had our
freszer.

I resigned again, in 1962, at the end of two Years
of service because of my daughter's illness, and Nada
Stetson took over until the school and cafeteria
closed to merge with the Rowe School in 1968.

The teaching staff who had been there so long began
to leave in 1953 and the school saw many nev faces as
teachers, Some of the children who attendad in those
days included John Stetson, my children Martha and
Leland, Ray Galipo, Donna Smith, Mae Smith, Allen
Corey, Arthur Crowningshield and the Giard girls.

The Branch Scheol has seen many alterations since
it was first built. It began as a one-room schoel,
progr2ssed to a two-room and ended as a three-room
school with modern conveniences. But in  all of its
years it has furnished a good education for its sti-
dents.

ROWE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL NEWS

by Susan and Betsey Silvester

The end of the first academic quarter was Friday,
Rovenber 5, An excellent attendance at the parent-
teacher conferences was noted with report cards
available at that time.

Early in November the entire student body in grades
1 - 6 travelled by bus to Sturbridge Vvillage to study
early American life. The field trip prompted many
exciting class activities!

Fourth and £ifth graders have just returned from a
highly successful week-longd envircnmental trip te
Cape Cod. Science teacher Ruth Johnson of Heath or-
ganizes the Cape Cod excursions, and was assisted
this year by chaperones Jane Wiszhart, Johanna Wein-
stein, Bob Rice and Paul Swen.

Sixth grade parents met recently with Mr. Schoen-
feld to discuss the annual c¢lags trip. This year
sixth graders will be travelling by Amtrak train to
¥Vashington, DC, for a week in ¥ay. Major fund-raising
efforts are now in progress to raise approximately
$3,000 needed for the trip.

School dates to remember are:

Dec. 14 All school trip to see the Mut {racker
Ballet (lLate afternoon return)

Bec. 16 Holiday Concert 7:30 BM

Dec. 22 Full day of school prior
vacation.

HEATH PRE-SCHOOL

by the Children of the Preschasl

to Christmas

At the preschool this year we are playing in the
house and painting pictures. We read books and go on
walks., We play.

We went to the Browns' apple orchard. Then we went
tc the structure at the playground and went sliding
and running. Sonetimes we go to the swing set.

We went to blow glass at Beb Dane's and we went to
Alan Nichols® orchard and brought back apples. Soon
we will return to watch cider being pressed.

We are drawing squirrels gathering pine cones and
acorns, and learning that there was lots of Friend-
ship at the first Thanksgiving dinner.

In preparation Ffor snow removal, the Board of
Selectmen is requesting that all parked vehie-
les be kept clear of the roads and shoulders of
the Town Highways.

Parked vebicles hindering snow removal may be
repoved at owners' expense.

Auiomabile gand Truck
Mainlenance & Repair

STEPHEN’S GARAGE

HEATH, MA 01345

Stephan P. Balitzos
{413) 330-8616

GM & ASE CERT.
Mastar Machanic




HISTORICAL SOCIETY

by Michael Coe, President
Heath Historical Seciety

The weather predictions for October 10 couldn't
have been worse: a front moving through our area vas
going to bring showers to us all day. However, happi-
ly for us, the predictions were up to their usual
standard of accuracy. The day was beautiful.

Accordingly. the annual hike of the Heath and Rowe
Historical Societies, with 34 participants, left the
home of Jaeck and Nancy Williams on Middletown Hill,
Rowe, at 10:15 AM in the Heath school bus driven by
Cleon Peters.

Cleon dropped us at the Bear Swamp substation in
the westernnost part of Rowe where we headed for the
famous Pulpit Rock. Nancy Williame, a veteran hiker,
led us north up the power line clearing; the climb
was fairly steep, but we were rewarded with the sight
of fringed gentians alomg the trail, Rfter about one
nmile we headed west through beantiful woods to rocky
ridges on the east rim of the deep gorge of the Deer-
field River, 800 feet below. Proceeding north again,
we arrived by noontime at the site of Pulpit Rock
{the original rock slid into the gorge about 1910}
where we picnicked. Needless to gay, the views from
these ridges are spectacular, certainly the finest in
western Massachusetts: we could pick out Mt. Greylock
and the spire of the Fiorida church to the west, and
Haystack to the north in Vermont.

After our somewhat windy picnic,
across the power line,

we headed east
then into the woods where we
followed an old abandoned road. Eventually we cane
out on Hazelton Road, where Cleon picked us up at
1:4% for the return trip to the Williams® home.

_ Everyone felt that the annual hike was again an
enjoyable success., Suggestions were made about next
year‘'s hike: several members expressed interest in a
hike taking in Pocumtuck and/or Catamount Hill in
Colrain. We will keep everyone informed as next
year's date draws near. It is claimed that it never
rains on a Yale Commencement. So far, this has been
true for the H.H.S. annual hike. Let's hope it stays
that way.

ANNUAL SKI RACE

carol Sartz has announced that the fourth annual
Heath X-Country Ski Race will be held this winter on
Sunday, February 7. This successful 15/7 km event
last year attracted over 200 entries and it is ex-
pected that even more will participate this year.

The usual shorter children's race will also be held
at Yeath Center.

Anyone wishing to veluntee¢r to helyp
should contact Caral Sartz at 337-4977.

in the race

TRUCKING + EXCAVATING

J.M. BLASSBERG

CORP.
5 MECHAMIC 5T.

SHELBURNE FALLS, MASS.
BUSINESS (413} 825-2531
RESIDENCE (413} 337-5756

NORMAN A. SESSIONS
Pregigant

e ————
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HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWS
By Susan Silvester, Secretary

The Board of Directors met on November 13, Presi-
dent Michael Coe reported on the Town House restora-

tion project. Local comtractor Bruce Cromack has
completed the bpainting, plastering and foundation
work. In the spring the lawn will be reseeded and

shrubs will be planted by local expert Dominic Musac-
chio. A rededication ceremony is tentatively planned
to coincide with the next anaual meeting irn August.

The newly appointed curator for the Historical
Society, Pegge Howland, discussed the need for an
orderly, methedical plan for the preservation of
artifacts. Priority will be given to photographs,
pictures, maps and other paper products.

h recent gift of twelwe boxes of books, papers and
notes of the late Ruby AMustin of Heath is presently
being sorted and organized.

Also the Bank of Boston has generously donated an
original 1904 copy of the Heath Telephone Company
annual report. Mrs. Harris, a bank representative,
found the document recently while ¢leaning out the
bank's cellar. The early history of the feath Tele-
phone Company was well documented by Clyde Churchill
in the bicentennial Bouk of Heath.

CHURCH NEWS

by Rachel Sumner

on Sunday, December 13, at 3:30 PH the Gather
‘Round Singers will present a Christmas Carel Sing in
the Church followed by the tree lighting and carols
at the Center School house.

The Heath Union Church Sponsoring a Living
¢reche on Sunday, Becember 20, at 5 PM mext to the
Church, The storm date will be December 24. In 1980
the Reverend Ann Geer, minister at that time of the
Heath Church, had the thought for a Living Creche and
brought it into being. It was a beautiful drama of
the Christmas event and the reenactment this year
promises to be just as beautiful. Anyone willing to

is

help or take part in this event is asked to contact
gachel Sumner. Light refreshments will be served
after the service.

There will be a Christmas Eve Service in the

Church. a1l are welcome.

After many months of searching for a new minister
to be shared jointly with the Heath and Rowe chur-
ches, a mnutual agreement could not be reached oh a
suitable selectiocn. According to a vote taken by the
Rewe Church on November 19, the two churches will no
longer be "yoked." It has therefore been agreed for
each church to go its own way and Heath is hoping to
find an interim minister shortly. In the meantime the
Reverend Allen Comstock, who has been filling in on
sundays, will continue to conduct the regular 11 BM
service. We welcome all to join in this service and
children are invited to participate in our Sunday
School held at the same time.

GREENFIELD CINEMAS 1-2-3-4-5-6
Route 2 Mohawk Trail
Greenfield, MA
24 Hours Movies Phone 772-0298
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ROAD PROBLEMS

by Ray Galipo
Heath Road Superintendent

¥hen I took over as Road Superintendent in August
there was a considerable amount of work to be done
resulting from the April flooding of roads as well as
general naintenance. Before you think it, I will say
it, there is still a lot nore to be done.

The project which is most noticeable 18 Burrington
Hill, which is about complete except for the shoulder
and guard rails (next on agenda, if snow holds off} .
Please be careful when using on slippery days.

Other roads have had extensive work done on them
but only with regard to getting them ready for win-
ter, o we could at least get plows over them.

In November we spent most of our time getting
equipment in shape for plowing and sanding. At pres-
ent all sanders (3) and trucks {(4) and other equip-
nent are ready to roll,

In 1988 we do have a small grant for sone paving to
be done on 8A, which will enable us to pave ap-
Proximately a mile to a mile and a half. Hopefully,
this will continue each vear sc as to better our town
and its roads.

So with this in mind, let us look down the road for
1988 and hope some of you have a more enjovable ride
back and forth to work without cursing the Road Su-
perintendent too much.

To you and yours, have a Merry Christmas
smoother ride in the coming year,

and a

TOWN CLERK/ASSESSORS’ CLERK

Karen MacDougall, as assessors' clerk has just
conpleted a six-session course at the Holyoke Com-
munity €ollege which has given her a good background
in the numerous state assessors' regulations. She is
now in the process of entering the over 1000 town
property records into the computer to be used for the
town tax billing and collection.

In addition Karen is setting up a computer tabwla-
tion of the status and conditions of all town roads.
This is to be used by the selectmen in their long
range road planning.

The Town Clerk's office hours are now Tuesdays from
6:30 to 7:30 PM and Wednesdays from 8 to 11 AM. In
addition she can be reached at 337-4268 for any spe-
cial appointment.

ASSESSORS’ REPORT

We have been labhoring slowly to value the new
buildings and to bring the addresses up to date. Qur
meetings seem to be mostly consumed with raper work:
i,e., abatements, exemptions and tax payer requests,
So the valuation of new properties has to be done at
other times. Those times seen very hard to find. We
are getting there, though.

We hope everyone will forgive us if we fail to get
the bills out for Christmas. They'll be something to
look forward to in the new Vyear.

Howard Crowningshield
Building & Remodeling

Tel: Heath 337-4406
P.O. Charlemont, Ma. 01339

PLANNING BOARD REPORT

by Bob Dane, Secretary

and Gwen Hallsmith attended our Oc-
toher meeting to inform us of the procedures we are
to follow in the process of administering the Stra-
tegic Planning Grant. They have sent out requests for

Susan NWright

proposals to various <onsultants in Massachusetts,
the majority being based in the western part of the
state. We will review the applications soon and will

¢hoose three or four to invite for interviews. From
these interviews we (the Planning Board and the Task
Force) will select the consultant we feel will do the
best job. We hope that the hiring will be completed
quickly so that werk can begin soon after the first
of the year.

The job of the consultant will be twofold. First
the consultant will write the revisions to our Zoning
Bylaws with our help and input. The second part of
the task will be a public education/information pro-
gram. This will involve publishing articles in the
HEATH HERALD to keep people up to date on the prog-
regss of the project, the organization of workshops
covering different planning issues, apd coordination
of "neighborhood kitchen neetings” where small groups
of tevmspeople will gather to discuss rlanning issues
raised at the workshops. The vorkshops will inelude
presentations by professional planners covering such
issues as back lot development, cluster development,
commercial development, water reseurce protection,
and phased growth bylaws, The “kitchea meetings" will
be attended by local people only and will give them a
chance to discuss these issues in depth as they re-
late to the town and its landowners.

During the last two months the County Planning
Office held two workshops on the revision of zoning
bylaws. Alastair Maitland and Bob Dane attended both
workshops. These mneetings were wery informative and
helped us to understand some of the things that could
be included in the re-writing of our bylaws. The two
areas of discussion were the ™Basic Zening Agenda”
and the ™"High Tech Zoning Agenda." "Basic" dealt
With areas which must be addressed in our bylaws such

as Use and Dimensional Regulations and Environmental
Controls. “"High Tech" covered areas which we nay
choose to  include such as Cluster Zoning, $ite Plan

Review and Phased Growth Bylaws. These workshops will
give us a jump on the process of working with the
consultant so that we ¢am move the process along as
swiftly as possible.

;:t‘”f.f

Send fancy foods to the
person who has everything
- - . we will ship for you

MCCUSKFL

MALRKET & DELI]
SHELBURNE FALLS, MASSACHUSETTS

OPEN DAILY 8 AM. - 8 P.M.




PERCS PERMITS AND TRANSFERS

october and November 1987
Land Transfers

Paul and Mlice Lemelin and George Tikky to Edward and Margaret
Boudrean of Williamstown, Ben Road, Lot B, $1%,000.

Richard Marcotte to Stephen and linda Marcotte, Sumner-Stetson
Road, $16,000.

John and Rita Bouthillette to Stephen Dyer of Auburndale, Me-
hawk Estates, Lot 15, §3,600.

Luciz Finck to Bruce and Walter Phillips of Clinton, Route 8A.
$123,000.

Robert Guay to Edaund Guay of Chicopee, Swanp Road, Lot 44, no
ronsideration.

Stephen Koretz to Alphonse and Ruth Maslak of Holyoke, Mohawk
Estates, Lots 52 & 53, $3.000.

David and Debra Lavieme to Charles Elsworth. Jr.
Kennedy of Whatley, Sumner—Stetson Road, £17,500.,

Arthar Crosmingshield to Gerald and Angie Turner of Charlement,
A.L. Stetson Road, $86,500.

Gary Constantilos to Maric and Joanne Giroux of Seuth Windsor,
of, and Ronald ané Joharme Guimond, Waterfall Drive, Lot 28,
$2,000.

David and Debra Lavigne to Patricia Cates, Mary Suchanek and
Vayne Tetreault, all of Gill, Sumner-Stetson Road, $35,000.

Raymond and Teresa Pettengill to Kirk and Sandra Pettengill of
Buckland, State Farm Road, no consideration.

Rebert and Nancy Blodgett to Harry and Delares Hall of Spring-
field, Deer Fun Path, Lot 4. 51,200.

Lorrance Lachamce to Tina Houle of Chiocpee. Mohawk Estates,
Lots 32 & 33, 2,000,

Rockwell and Marilyn Lively to Robert and Marian Spritzer of
Long Beach, NY, Deer Path Run, Lots 41 & 42, $30,000.

Lori Johnson to Daryll MeCloud, Mohawk Bstates, Lot 1, $4€,900.

David Knott, executor of Mabel Vreeland Estate, to David and
Dorothy Brooks, Knott Road, less than 5100,

Arthur and Jeanette Bourdon to Bugene and Sonia Smith of Hol-
yoke, Mohawk Estates, Lot 5, 54,500

Wallace and Helen Russo to Ellyn Cocwbe, Inc., Underwood Hill
Road, $150,000.

Robert Bergguist to Robert and Christine Fraser Bargquist, of
Maseru, Lesotho, South Africa, Bray Road, Parcels A & B. $1.

Marilyn 5. Moreau to George Moreau of Morth Adams, Mohavk Es-
tates, Lots 1 & 2, SL.

Arthur and Dora Jackson to Ned Edwards and Guendolyn Couch-
Edwards of Farmington, CT, Jacksonville Stage Road, 542,000,

Cindy and Romnie Parker to Tonald and Michells Emerson of
Greenfield, Ben Road, $54,000.

Earl Gleason to Christopher Burke amd Karen Brooks,
Road and Dell Hill Road, 520,000.

William and Myrna Wait to Timothy and Maria Donovan of Middle
Village, NY, Colrain Brook Road, §22,500.

Stanley and Grace Bump to Bryan and Martha Gumey of Williams-
tosm, 4 Flagy Hill, $1.

Alfred Dragunas to James Gleason and Sarah Hettlinger. Colrain
Stage Road, $62,000.

and Sandra

Longr Hill

BUILDING PERMITS

leo Thomas, Flagg Hill Road, one-family:
Suwner Statson Road, one~family, Total 336, 000.

Stephen Maycobte,

PERC TESTS

A total of 23 perc tests were conducted during this period of
which 11 failed and 12 passed.
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SELECTMEN'S REPORT

by Richard Giard, Chairman
Heath Board of 3Selectmen

Elizabeth Beaudoin has been appointed by the Se-
jectmen to fill the position of Tax Collecter vacated
by the resignation of Linda Marcotte. She will serve
in this capacity until the next town election next
May.

On town FRoadg: Culverts have been replaced on tol-
rain Road and Rowe Road. The Dell Road, washed out in
the april tlood, has been regraded and rocks embedded
to prevent additional erosion, as well as culverts
replaced. New guard rails are also being erected.
This is covered by FHA funding. So far only $36,000
of the FEMA money for the flood damage has been re-
ceived. However, we expect a total of $184,000 to be
available, a combination of FEMA, state and town
meney, and an additional $70,000 from FHA. The town
may $tiil be able to borrow against these grants, in
anticipation of compensation, but the interest on
such borrowing must be paid by the town.

The tewn Ford truck has just had to have its diesel
engine rebuilt at a cost of about $5000. This engine
was replaced last January with a nsed engine. As a
result we should be in good shape for this winter's
snow plowing. R motor on one of the sanders was jast
replaced at a cost of 8500,

Almer Huntley, Jr. Associates, of Northampton, has
given us a proposal for the design of the new solid
waste transfer station site and will follow through
with specifications for the compactor, transportatioen
and preparation of the site. In the meantime we hope
for an extension of the lease on our present landfill
until after the Springfield/Vicon operation is open-
e1. Almar Huntley, who prepared the design on our
present landfill in 1971, 1is also working on the
design for closing of the landfill.

An agreement has just been reached with the towns
of Charlemont, Hawley and Heath for the employment of
a shared admipistrative assistant to replace Susan
Wright who will leave this position, formerly shared
with Shelburne, Buckland and Colrain. This would be
cffartive next July 1  and would be subject to ap-
proval at our town meeting next May. It will be hard
to vreplarse the excellent service of Susan Kright, but
che has assured us that she will work with us teo
lofate a suitable sucéessor,

The Selectmen have announced a ban on ploving any
apoW from a driveway on to & town road unless it is
promptly removed by the landowner. This ig essential
if we can maintain reasonable travel conditiens on
our town roads. Alse the parking of any vehicle on a
teun right of way is prohibited during snow condi-
tions oh the town roads. These vehicles will he re-
moved at ganers' expense. This is  necessary again to
apable town snow plows to properly remove Snow from
the town highways.

Another Kound Table meeting is planned for January
13, 1983, at 8:00 PH in the Community Hall to discuss
economic development in the Town of Heath. A study
was prepared on this subject by Jay Di Pucchio, Prog-
ram Manager at the Franklin County Developnant Cor-
poration. Jay is planning to attend this Round Table
meating.

15 s approach the end of one calendar year and the
beginning <f another, it becomes time for all depart-
went and boards to start preparing their FY *8% budg-
ets.

The Board wishes everysng
Happy, Safe Muw Year,

a Merry Christmas and z



HEATH’S VOLUNTEER FIREMEN

On November 10 an early morning chimney firz in one
of our wood stove flues seemed to be quickly extin-
guished when the stove was completely shut up. How-
ever, the fire had roared wup the flue leavinyg the
thick chimney brick walls very hot. Thinking svery-
thing was under control, and after feeling that the
warm bricks on the exposed chimwey in the attic were
ot excessively hot, I left the house about thoon to
go to Computer Town in Keene, with Carcline in
tharge.

Soon aiter my departure, Caroline, in her usual
concerned way, went again te the attic to be sure all
was gafe. Much to her surprise there was smoke pour-
ing through the floor arcund one of the chimneys and
the smoke detector (which could not be heard on the
floor below) was chirping away.

Carcline immediately got Edith Gleasen en the phone
and within ten minutes firemen began to appear at our
place fellowed by Engine Ho. 1. Wasting no time the
firemen swarnmed through the house around the smolder-
ing chimmey trying to locate the source of the smoke.
After much careful demolition of the attic tloor, a
c¢loset ceiling, an old cabinet wall, and the rsmoval
of bushels of insulation with many 224 corn cobs
enbedded, the firemen located the source. The fiis
was put out with fire extinguishers and with a few
glasses of water carefully poured intg the critical
area.

Without the prompt response of our Fire Department
and, if Caroline had decided to go with me to Keene,
anether 175 year old heuse would have probably becone
just a cellar hole, joining the others that ars the
only remaining indication of the many people who once
lived in Heath.

Although Chief Earl Gleason was out of town that
day, his well trained crew of firemen arc commended
on their prompt response, their knowledge in locating
and extinguishing the fire, cn the care they used in
breaking through walls and partitions, and in clean-
ing up before they left. In particular Deputy Chief
"Steiny” did an excellent job of directing the whole
process, Steve Belitsos showed his usual courage in
¢limbing up the slippery roof to the top of the 28
foot chimney - even with rain and snow startiag to
fall - while others crawled into inacressible places
to locate the fire.

To cap it off “Steiny” made a return trip here that
evening to insure that all was under control, His
concern is greatly appreciated.

Not enough can be said in praise of the Heath
Volunteer Fire Department. We think of Heatk becoming
a bedroow comeunity but when ten men {including ocur
full Road Crew} turn out within minutes on a work day
to help in an emergency we should all be thankful to
live in a town with such a dedicated and unselfish
crganization.

Newland Smith

LYLE H. HALL, INC.
Colrain, Mass.
BUILDING LUMBER
HARDWOOD & SOFTWOOD SLABS

FIRE DEPARTMENT NEWS

By Chief EBarl Gleason

The Heath Fire Department logged five calls during
October and Movewber. The first was on October 3 when
the tanker was dispatched to Hawley for a structure
fire caused by using gasoline te start a fire in a
fireplace. Two days later two EMT's and a fireman
aided the Colrain Ambulance on a call on Brunelle
Road. Next was a partition fire on Hosmer Road on
November 10 with Captain Steinbock the commanding
officer. Four EMT's and three firemen responded to
Colrain Stage Road ts aid the Charlemomt Ambulance on
Thanksgiving Day. On Hovember 28 several firemen ex-
tinguished a truck fire or Judd Road.

The Mass. Fire Academy (¥FA) figured prominently in
our training recently. Rkn MFA regional school was
held in Heath on the evening of October 10. The class
wag on pumps and hydraulies. Another MFA Regional
School was held in shelburne Falls on Breathing Ap-
paratus and Search and Rescue. Two of the Heath per-
sonnel took this class. Our November drill was pre-
sehRted by Deputy Chief Lively of the Greenfield Fire
Department on Structural Hazards. This is one ¢f the
MFR impact series classes. The Chief also attended an
MFA class sponsored by Elkhart Brass on the repair af
valves and nozzles. He is currently attending an MFa
regional school on Multiple Company Opsrationg being
held in Morthtield.

Five swoke detector inspections and one ol burner
inspection were conducted during the past two months.
Cne oil storage permit was granted. Seveh meeting of
regional organizations were attended.

After a few of our more bulky members (who shall
remain nameless) had reduced some of our wooden fold-
ing chairs to kindling, we decided to acquire some
new chairs. Twelve new sturdy chairs with padded
seats were yprocured through the surplus ptoperty
division of the Forestry Service. 8o if you have been
avoliding joining the Fire Department because our
chairs were uncomfortable, or thought you would be
enbarrassed if you broke one ¢f our chairs, you no
longer have an excuse. See you at the next meeting.

The December drill will be held on December 17 at 7
FPM and there will be another MFA class with Deputy
Chief Lively of the Greenfield Fire Department. The
¢lass will be on Wildfires.

POLICE REPORT

by Guy Silvester, Chief
Heath Police Department

With the arrival of cold weather, things have begun
to guiet down. Patrols are still being conducted on a
regular basis. The wuse of radar on Heath roads is
part ¢f the overall patrol routine. DMotorists are
urged to slow down and drive safely, especially as
winter road conditicns necessitate careful driving.

The Heath Police Department wishes you and your
families a very safe, enjoyable Holiday Season.

CARLISLE WALLCOVERING

FAPERHANGING & INTERIOR PAINTING

MICHAEL CARLISLE 413-625-8733
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HEATH CONSERVATION COMMISSION

by Bill Lattrell, Chairman

The Heath Conservation Commission is in the process
of wrapping up the busiest season it has had in its
three years of service. There geaned to be a flurry
of “before winter" requests in early October. The
Compission was able to process all applications.
Following are the applications received and processed
and actions taken: Charles Harney, Colrain Brook
Road. Request for determination - It was deternined
that the project would have no significant impact on
wetlands (negative determination); Stephen and Linda
Marcotte, Sumner-Stetson Road - negative deternina-
ticn; George Tongas, Swamp Road - negative determina-
tion; William Ford, Papocse Lake Drive -negative
determpination:Elizabeth and Albert Canali, Notice of
Intent—- accepted - Order of Conditions issued; Doro-
thy Stankewicz, Route 8A&, Enforcement Order, situa-
tion resolved with representatives; Doninic Musac—
chio, $wamp Road, Enforcement Ovder, gituation re-
solved with owner.

Each application
of T - 10 hours to
looking forward to

In other news

and action above took an average
process, hear and act wpon. We are
a long winter of planning.

new wetland protection regulations
took effect on Nevember 1. ¥ildlife habitat and
endandered species are now part of the statute for
each resource area. The guidelines are very detailed.
The Heath Commission plans on doing a full report to
the town on these new regulations in the next pumber
of the HEATH HERALD.

TAXCOLLECTOR

by Elizabeth Beaudoin
Collector of Taxes

Linda Warcotte vresigned as Tax Collector effective
November 1 and I have been appointed to complete her
term. The new tax collec¢tor's hours are Monday even-
ings from 7:30 to 10:00 PM. vednesdays from 8:00 to
9:00 PH and by appointment. Please call me at home,
337-4260 if you need to schedule ah appointment.

My first big job bas bheen {0 mail the demands for
the 1987 tax year. Approximately 150 real estate and
personal property demands were mailed on December 1.
dome motor vehicle demands were mailed in November
and the remainder should be going out this month.

Linda has done a really remarkable job of collect-
ing back taxes and has recovered a lot of lost rev-
ehue for the town. Kuch of the money owed in uppaid
real estate taxes has been rollected or payments are
being made. However, many motor yehicle excise taxes
from previous years are still outstanding and celleec-
tion of these taxes must be pursuad.

The town budget iz too tight this year (o provids
the tax collector with a desk at the town hall. If
anyone has an old desk that they could donate or
loan for this purpose, it would be greatly appreci-
ated.

BED & BREAKFAST
YALL COME

Forest Way Farm

413-337-8321

Heath, Massachusetts
Route 8A

‘T ———
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FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT

by David F. Howland

As 1987 dravs to a close the FinCom can report that
the town has not had to borrow monies thus far in the
current f£iscal vyear., This 1s due primarily to the
State's new practice of making Cherry Sheet payments

on a quarterly basis, for example, to the Hohawk
Schoel, and the town's solvent cash position. How-
ever, it has become necessary to get his year's tax

bills out soon, if we are to avoid borrowing; we are
told that they should be mailed about the first of
the year. (Taxpayers can pay an estinated tax before
December 31, to benefit their own income tax deduc-
tions for 1987, if they so choose}.

The budget process for FY 1983-89
the school systems while the town will begin its
deliberations in January. A new computer software
program for the budget process has been acquired by
the town. It provides more detail and greater fore-
casting capability than the program used for the past
few years. Dave Hlowland attended a training session
on this program that was conducted by Computer Pro—
ductivity Associates, our supplier of the software.

The advent of personal computers at the small town
jevel has improved geheral bookkeeping and reporting
services locally and provides the state with informa-
tion rettrieval capability it never had before. For
example, all towns must file by October 31 each year
a comprehensive statement of revenues and expendi-
tures for the previous year known as Schedule A, This
is uged as a tool by the state in the awarding of
local aid and, in these days of Proposition 2 1/2,
these awards are very important. To get all that
information in a timely fashion from 351 ¢ities and
towns was practically impossible without the aid of
persconal computers. This year our Town Accountant has
had to manually prepare this Schedule A. However, the
pew accounting software will provide this report more
promptly in the future.

By the next report in the HERALD we should have
property valuation data that will give us some sense
of our budgetary paraneters for the next year. We
w%ill keep vou informed.

HEATH COUNCIL ON AGING

by Alli Thane

is underway in

on Wovember 18 the Council on Aging mat with Char-
lemont and Hawley to discnss ways of joining together
in activities.

One matter discassed was tours to various educa-
tional places on Morgan tour buses: places such as
Historic Concord, the Kennedy Library, the Rockwell
¥ugeum, Lowell Mill Tour and others. Gther matters
discussed were the availability of "meals on wheels,”
an FRTA bus for shopping trips and forming & three-
town Conscrtium.

The towns agreed to invite a menber from the Execu-
tive Office of Elder Rffairs in Boston tc neet with
us in January in an advisory capacity. In preparation
for this the towns will be preparing a guestionnaire
to be mailed out to all townspeople 60 years and
over. Please watch for this and give us your answers
and suggestions or call one of the Council members.
They are Sheila Litchfield, chairperson, Mary Smith,
Ruth Fournier, Dorothy Sessions and Alli Thane.



THE FRANKLIN LAND TRUST
by Herald staff

tne of the key
and preserve the
acter of western
Trust.

The Franklin Land Trust is one of no
land trusts, nation-wide -
profit organizations,
ilar goals.

Readers of the local and daily press will be aware
of two of the Franklin Land Trust's most notable
recert successes, the center-pieces of which were the
Loomis farm in Ashfield and the Ben Albert potato
farm straddiing the Hawley-Ashfield berder. The bulk
of the farmland in each cagse was Preserved and will
remain in active farming.

The Franklin Land ‘frust is a strictly jocal as-
sociation, made up of farmers and other hill-toun
residents, Where farmland is being offered for zale
for development the Trust may intervene and seek to
pre-empt the land, financing its acquisitions from a
revolving fund derived from Private contributions,
loans of cash and collateral from its membership and
income generated by the limited development or resale
of acquired parcels of tand.

The Trust does not aim to become the owner of large
tracts of land but rather to acquire and retain en-
dangered farmland for only as long as is necessary to
ensure that the land remains in active farming and
that the forested portions of any site that is ac-
quired are carefully and sensitively developed only
to the eoxtent required to finance the project. Agri-
cultural portions of endangered farms purchased by
the Trust will be sold at reduced cast to neighboring
farms or to farmers seeking to buy working farms.
Legally-binding restrictions will first be placed on
the land to be sold to eénsure that it remains per-
marently in agricultural or open space use,

Forested portions of acquired farms not valuable
from an agrieultural, scenic or open space point of
view may be reseld, with siting and design controls,
for develepment of a limited number of residential
lots. This limjiteq development will help finance the
preservation of the portions of each property that
are valuable for farming.

players in local efforts to protect
farmland, open space and rural char-
Franklin Cownty is the Franklin Land

less than 536

local and regional, with sim-

Briar & the Rose

Lingerie & Fine Clothing
by Catherine Nichols

Wooden Furniture
by Alan Nichols

Daily Houwrs: Tues., Thurs., Fri., Sat. 10-5
Sunday 12 -5

Salmon Falls Market Place
Shelburne Falls, MA,

all of them private, non- )

In addition to preserving large tracts of farmland,
the Trust is ready to advise 3local farmers or land-
owners who do not want to sell their land on alter-
natives to the sale of frontage lots as a means of
acquiring working capital to maintain their opera~
tions. The Trust will help landowners implement lim-
ited development projects for nen-agricultural por-
tions of their land in exchange for restricting de-
velopnent on their prime farmland. Good site plananing
and design principles will be applied in these situa-
tions to ensure that limited development on existing
farms will have minimal impact ¢n the farm’s con-
tinued operation, or on the land's scenlc, open space
and environmental qualities. This will allow farms in
distress to produce income from marginal lands with-
out jecpardizing the agricultural portiens of the
property,

The Trust has adopted a policy of offering some of
its limited development lots for resale at moderate
prices, in order to avoid the cresation of exclusive
neighborhoods and to help meet the need for "afford-
able housing” in the area. A pilot project is now
pending in Ashfield, where two house lots created by
the Loonis farm have been designated as "affordable
housing” lots. The lots are te be offered for sale
at 30 percent of the market value. The houses to be
built on them will ke constructed with local timber
and it is hoped that the buyers will be able to ob-
tain Yomeowner Opportunity Program loans at & percent
interest with a 5 percent down payment, Restrictions
#11ll be placed on the resale of the properties in
order to maintain the price levels at below market

value.

Another technique for the preservation of open
space, on which the Franklin Land Trust can provide
advice and assistance, is the conservation easement,
by which the landowner retains ownership but imposes

restrictions on the use of the land conveyed to the
land trust. An easement 1in perpetuity granted to a
Public or private agency is recotded in the Registry
of Deeds and is legally binding on all future owners,
regardless of whether title to the land is trans-
ferred by sale, gift or testamentary provision,

The project director of the Franklin Land Trust is
Kark Zenick, of Ashfield {telephone 413-628-4696). He
will De glad to answer enquirics from ahyone in agri-
culture or anyone otherwise concernsd about farmland

and open space in western Franklin County. And he
will be particularly interested te recsive prompt
notification from the Town of any pending sale of
land classified under Chapter €1 (forest) or 1A
{agriculture},
General Carpentry
Restoration a Speciality
Burrington Road Tel 337-4350
CHARLEMONT TV, INC.
Zenith
Sales & Service
High Straet, Charlemant Tel: 339-6685
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VENNERI STRIVES FOR
EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE

by Susan Silvester

The omce small town of Stamford, Connecticut, is
now a thrirving megalopolis. It also boasts a success-
ful and industrious native son, Patrick Venneri, no¥
of Heath.

Patrick, called Skip by his friends, attended the
elementary schools there. In the first month of his
sophomore year, he quit high sgchool to enter the
arey. His four service roommates in Iceland all had
no less than a master's degree and, at their imnsis-
tence, he was forced to get a GED {General Education-~
al Development Test}. At the same time he commenced a
college career which is still in full swing. At the
University of Maryland, an off campus branch in Ice-
land, Patrick earned 15 college credits. As a high
school drop out, he returned to Stamford to see his

class graduate - the c¢lass was receiving diplomas,
while he had received a GED plus five college cour-
ses!

Still in the army, Patrick continued to attend

college at the University of Georgia, where English
literature became his passion. The Army paid for 70%
of the tuition and for his voluminous collection of
bookg. His duties for the government were structured
around his classes, since education was encouraged.

In September of 1959 Patrick was released from the
gervice. For the next ten years he studied "massive
amounts” of English literature. At Southern Conpec-
ticut State College, Mew Haven Cellege and SUNY at
Buffalo, he "used up"™ the English departments and
proceeded to the next dinstitution. Patrick never
stayed long enough to acquire the elusive embossed
sheepskin but he did manage to acrumulate vast areas
of expertise in English literature,

There were some interim years of self examination,
ruch soul-searching and a Thoreau-like existence in

the woods of the scenic Catskills. Patrick lived
alonme in a cabin contemplating 1ife, his in par-
ticular. Then a cousin asked him to build a cabin fer

him in Heath. That was his first, brief encounter

with this part of the state.

The next vyear, 1974, Patrick met Patricia, who
became his wife, They set up housekeeping in Stam-
ford, where a varilety jobs provided the basic
necessities of life. As a substitute teacher, life
was far from dull. Then 1in 1978 Patrick's cousin
offered him an opportunity to purchase the little
cabin he had built 1in Heath. ¥hen the move wag ac-
conplished, Patrick commenced work at nearby Kendall
Mills.

The early years were difficult with & family. There
were no lights, no electricity, no running water, and
no bath. Conditions were primitive, especvially with a
new baby, three month old Rocco. i wood burning stove
and kerosene lamps gave warmth and light to the snug

little cabin on the hill.
MOUNTAIN

o e

STONEWARE & PORCELAIN

of
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Sarab Hettlinger
Soulh Rd. Heath, MA 01346 {413)337-4496
Salmon Falis Markelplace
Shelburne Falls, MA (413)625-6353
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In 1984 Patrick suffered
wag unable to continue with the
been doing. Workmen's compensation provided the op-
portunity to complete his Bachelor of Arts degree at
the University of Massachusetts in Amherst. It was in
December 1986 that he received his first real degree.
In May of that year he enrolled in the MA/PhD program
in the English department. On November 30, 1987,
Patrick passed his conprehensive oral examination,
for which he had studied day and night since May. The
qualifying examination allows him to continue through
the gruelling doctoral program, which he hopes to
complete in three years of full concentration.
Patrick's diggertation will focus on either Fielding
or female playwrights and novelists of the 18th cen-
tury. His major career goal is te teach English at
the college level.

Everyone in the family is a full time student now.
His wife, Patricia, attends Smith College where she
is majoring in theater. Patty is a playwright who has
just begun to discover her own talents. Karen, age
15, attends Mohawk as does Luke, age 12. Jeremiah,
age 11, and Recco, 9, both attend the Rowe Elementary
Sehool.

Patrick was =lected to the Heath School Committee
in 1962 and has continued te serve the school dis-
trict and community in the field of education. Hisa
goals for educational excellence, matched only by his
own self-imposed high standards of academic achiewve-
ment, make him a credit to the community.

an injury on the job and
type of work he had

English Scholar
{Photo by Sue Silvester)

Skip Venneri

gllmofé
saWatterS

INSURANCE AGENCY INCORPORATED
377 Main Street * Greenfield, MA 01302 = Tel: 413-772-0251




LETTER FROM AFRICA

by Betsy Reilley

{Betsy Reilley, daughter of pat and Henry Leuchtman,
is living in Kenya as a Peace Corps volunteer. She is
stationed iy Kitale, in the southwestern part of
Kenya near the Uganda borderj

I'm living in a mud hut that has three rooms, There
is no plumbing or electricity 8o I use an outhouse
and a little wood stove for cooking. At first I did-
n't know how I'd do, byt You get used to living with
less pretty quickly and T like knowing that I'm piv-
ing the Kenvan life.

The willage is called Munyaka (which means "good
luek' in Kikuyu}. You could picture this area like
Heath, but imagine more open flat land with very few

trees. Then add some gently rolling, but large, hills
which surround many small valleys. Houses are a lit-
tle closer together than they are in Heath. Often
there will be two or three or four houses in a cop-
pound for an extended fanily. There avre only a few
dirt roads, but many paths/shortcuts between the
houses or to the 'duka" or store. 1 often walk a
distance as far as from your house to Heath Center,
about 1 1/2 hours, te visit the nearest other Peame
Corps volunteer, Karen, or check one of the projects
I'm working with,

One of my projects is with the Upendo Women's Group
vhich runs a chicken/egy project. There's a beautiful
large, well organized, coop with 180 hens. The eggs

are sold in Kitale. According te my predecessor's
caleulations it will take 90 eggs a day to break
even, and that is usually what they collect even

though they should be able to collect 140. Hy job is
to  explain again that they will get more money if
they get nore ¢ggs, and that it's important to pake
sure waterers are working and that the hens get
enough feed and medicine. The group is getting anoth-
er 300 chicks socon to put in the new henhouse they
buils,

There are a couple
Basically I explain
how important it is
napier grass {very common
grain, a lupin-maize mix that is grown here and is
high in protein. Feople get lazy and just let the cow
graze which destroys the whole purpose and milk pro-

of zero-grazing brojects here,

the theory of Zero-grazing and
to ALWAYS bring the cow water,
cow fodder 1in Kenya) and

duction goes down. Africans don't have good under-
standing of cause and effect at all.
Today I went to the Munyaka Water project. Three

$prings have been biped together to a storage tank, 1I
wvent to the spring, that hasn't peen working, with
four men whe took apart the pipes, put them back
together, took the spring box apart and put it to-
gether, then disassembled and reassembled the pipes
again. After each attempt we thought we had solved
the vproblem. Water began flowing. But after a few
minutes it stopped. Finally, I decided it nust be ap

=

WOODEN QUILTS
TO WARM THE SOUL

NARY A STITCH

SPECIAL ORDERS WELCOME

HELEN J. MACKIE
HEATH, MA 01346 - DU2E

air-block in the pipeline, even though there is an
air relief pipe. I had them open up the end of the
pipeline about a quarter mile away and, sure enough,
air came sputtering out and them water. Success!

Hy role was totally as a supervisor/organizer. I
was really glad to gain some credibility with them-
and with nyself, I dig g¢t muddy (checking the pipes
and the spring), but for the most part they did the
labor and T gave suggestions. They Know how to do a
lot of this stuff but they need someone to organize
and direct things. I guess  something like an air
block is npore ¢onfusing to understand. I don't even
totally understand how an air block works in a grav-
ity feed system on hilly terrain, but I'm learning.

As you can probably imagine, I learned a lot during
the training the Peace Corps gave us and from all the
reading material they gave out. I didn't know any of
this before. As I work, I'p always learning.

That's what it's like so far. Feople often approach
me with reguests and projects. They all know I'm here
- I definitely stand out.

FRANKLIN-WARE

SHELBURNE FALLS

Fued Dils Heating Supplies
Propane Gas Gas Appliances
Coat Burner Service

compliments of l

Wells Corner Country Store

CHARLEMONT  339.6632

Rouc ga,
JOCKSOMVILLE STAGE road
heach, massachusercs

)ehn and nancy clark.
TeL: ($13) 337-6683 ow (212) J10-2977




TREE LIGHTING AND CAROL SING

The Heath Union <¢hurch is again sponsoring the
Annual Christmas Concert presented by the Gather
'Round Singers ob Sunday, December 13. The concert,
starting at 3:30 PM in the Heath Church, w%ill be
followed by the lighting of the christmas Tree and
carcl sing at the old Center schoel House.

Everyone is invited to participate in this annmal
event and to enjoy the refreshments. provided by the
Heath Historical Society, following at the Community
Hall. The HEATH HERALD originated this tree lighting
and carol sing in 1984 and it has become an event
Jooked forward to during the Christmas Season.

OUR CHRISTMAS COVER

The winter scens of "Heath Center in 1%00" on our
front cover this month is a rendering in watercolor
and ink Dby Fred Burrington. It iz hic interpretation
of a photograph by the late Edward P. Guild which is

the frontispiece of the Heath Sesgquicentennial An-
piversary book. ‘
Frod is a self-taught artist and prefers to work 1in
watercolors and wood sculpture. Mis famous 1loon
sculptures, made from native woods, are on display at

the Salmon Falls Harketplace in shelburne Falls. Part
of the proceeds from the sale of his loons go to the
North American Loon Fund for the preservation of
loons.

This talented vyoung artist is only 231 years old,
was born and raised in Heath apd ig the son of Nancy
and Paul Burrington. He presently lives at Myrifield
on Avery Brook Road.

CLASSIFIED

FRESH WINDS FARM  Paul and Marcella Lively & Sons
Excavating - Loam -~ Sand - Stone 337-4331
* % SCREENED LORM A SPECIALTY * &

WANTED - Donation or loan of an old desk for usge
by Heath Tax Collector at Town Hall. Call 337-426C

Additional copies of the HEATH HERALD are available
at Peters Store newsstand and at the Heath Library

Merry Christmas
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DID YOU KNOW?

by Heraid staff

Did you know . . .

1. that between 1365 and this year the populaticn
of Heath doubled, from 300 to cver 600?

2. that ours 1is a relatively youthful population
and that the number of Heath families with children
grew by 97 percent in the decade between 1970 and
19802

3. that ip 1980 the median family income in Heath
was well below the State and County norms and that
pearly one fifth of the population was below the
poverty limit?

4. that Heath's recent unemployment history (1980-
85) is consistently below the County average?

5. that nearly one fifth of the town's employable
population identify themselves as self-enployed work-
ers?

6.
terrain?

7. that small-scale manufacturing is a growing
sector of Heath's econcmy, with some 20 craftspeople
and artisans deriving all or a significant portion of
their income frowm craft production (weaving, woodwork
and pottery being the major craft products}?

that forest covers &3 percent of the Heath

These and other interesting facts and figures are
to be found in a recent Economic Development and
Planning Study prepared for the Town of Heath by Jay

Di Pucchio of the Franklin County Development Cor-
poration with grant support from the Massachusettis
Executive Office of Communities and Development's

Small Cities Program.

The study's central finding is that most of Heath's
pnew businesses have come from residents, and will
continue to do so. Providing for their growth and
retaining them in Heath as they become successful
should be at the heart of Heath’s economic planning.

Mr. Di Pucchio's study has been submitted to the
Selectmen, the Planning Board and the Flanning Board
Task Force. They are expected to meet with him early
in the new year to discuss his findings and recommen-
dations and to consider how the study may contribute
to the elucidation of the issues to be addressed by
the OStrategie Planning Study (announced in the last
issue of the HEATH HERALD).

LADIES AID CHRISTMAS SALE

a very successful Christmas
November 7. About $550

The Ladies HAid held
sale at the Community Hall on
was realized. Many thanks go to all vho helped in any
way. The Christmas party #ill be held on December 17,
There will be no neetings over the winter but they
will start again in April.

PETERS GENERAL STORE

The ONLY Store in Heath
RENTING VIDEO TAPES

We Sell Alcoholic Beverages

Now Pumping SUNOCO Gas and Diesel Fuel
Accepting Credit Cards
Weekdays 8 to 7 Sundays 10 to 7

Michael Peters Tel: 337-5501




